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Pf^EfACE. 



On commencing to write the followin^j 
Extracts from the Works of Isaac Penington, 
such a joy came over my spirit that I took 
it as an earnest of blessing; and I feel a 
certainty that God has sanctioned and di- 
rected the re-issue of this testimony to His 
life and power, and that He will consecrate 
it to His service. 

I have endeavoured in my selections to 
leave out those of an argumentative charac- 
ter in order that no shadow of controversy 
should cloud the Light of Life which they 
manifest. Some sentences are shortened, 
and a few are very slightly altered in their 
mode of expression to suit the times ; though 
keeping entirely to the meaning and spirit of 
the Author. 

There is a manifest call to more holiness 
of life amongst Christians at the present 
time, and for those who have, come out frofn 
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the world and have entered upon the Life of 
Faith, this little volume may prove a sweet 
xmfolder of **the unsearchable riches of 
Christ." Spiritual truth is only to be dis- 
cerned spiritually. 

Some may be unable to accept all that is 
here put forth, but let them receive what 
they can, and gather up the fragments that 
nothing be lost, for these may nourish at 
a future day. 

This brief Selection from so large a work 
must necessarily present Truth in a frag- 
mentary form ; but if read prayerfully in 
small portions, and pursued to its close where 
some of the deepest teaching is unfolded, it 
will open out that abiding union of the soul 
with God which St. Paul so beautifully de- 
scribes as the " Life hid with Christ in 
God." May the Lord use it to His own 
glory ! 

C. J. W. 



INTRODUCTION. 



The Christian Church of the present day 
is stirred to its very depths on the subject of 
personal holiness. On every side we hear 
going up from the lips and from the hearts of 
God's dear children a cry for a closer con- 
formity to the will of their Lord and Master, 
and for a more complete deliverance from the 
power and dominion of sin. And there has 
arisen to meet this felt and acknowledged 
need a fresh presentation of the old and the 
only truth that can meet it, the truth con- 
cerning the Lord Jesus Christ as a present 
indwelling Saviour, living in the soul and 
working there to will and to do of His good 
pleasure. In hundreds of different ways this 
truth is stated, but each statement presents 
after all only a different aspect of that which 
is declared in Rom. viii. 2, that "the law of 
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the spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made 
us free from the law of sin and death.'* Life 
only can meet the needs of life. And the 
life of Christ in the soul of the believer is the 
only adequate answer to his cry of distress 
under the bondage and limitations of his own 
old wretched self-life. 

By many this is looked upon as a new 
truth, and feared accordingly. But it is not 
new in any sense of the word. The Bible is 
full of it, and in fact seems to contemplate 
no other life for the believer but this ** life 
hid with Christ in God." Eminent saints of 
all ages have known it and lived in it, and 
have declared it in their sermons and their 
writings. And among the poor and lowly of 
this world there have always been a multi- 
tude of witnesses who could testify to an 
experimental knowledge of it as the daily 
and hourly secret of their lives of rest and 
victory. 

This is very confirming to those who are 
for the first time learning this truth in days 
when it has been comparatively lost sight of 
by a large portion of the Church, and it will, 
therefore, rejoice many a heart to find in this 
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little volume of extracts taken from a quaint 
old writer of the seventeenth century, the 
same truth which has so transformed their 
own lives, set forth in language as unmis- 
takable, though quaint, as any of the present 
day. 

Isaac Penington lived in a day, like the 
present, when there was a great form of god- 
liness, but a sad lack of the power thereof, 
and he knew what it was to groan, as many 
do now, under the power and dominion of 
the sins from which he saw the Scriptures 
taught the Lord Jesus had come to deliver 
him. He cried to the Lord, as many are 
crying now, for deliverance ; and his eyes 
were opened by the blessed Spirit to see, as 
we are seeing now, that in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and in His mighty indwelling life, 
there is an exceeding abundant supply for 
victory and healing for the weakest and 
most helpless of believers. So that he who 
had before called himself the " long mourn- 
ful and sorely distressed Isaac Penington," 
was enabled at last to say triumphantly, 
** Yes, I am happy and satisfied at my very 
heart ; my soul is united to Him whom I 
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longed after in an everlasting covenant of 
life and peace." 

I have myself learned many precious les- 
sons from this dear old saint, and I thank- 
fully recommend the selections which are 
here presented in a readable form to all 
whose interest is awakened on this vital and 
glorious truth. May you learn from Him 
the secret of his victory, and may your feet 
be guided into the same blessed paths of 
peace!" 

H. W. S. 



INTRODUCTORY. 



Isaac Penington was a striking example 
of a man living in the world, but not of it. 
Endowed with great worldly wealth and 
position, he was yet more rich in Faith ; and 
possessed those unsearchable riches of Christ 
which are eternal, and that inheritance which 
fadeth not away. 

His knowledge of the Scriptures was very 
great, and receiving in child-like simplicity 
the Truth as it is in Jesus, many Heavenly 
openings of the mysteries of God were granted 
him; causing him frequently to confess Christ 
indwelling in the heart of man, and the power 
of His Spirit to teach all things relating to 
the kingdom of God. With this living power 
of God he was made as it were an Apostle to 
those who professed religion, of all persuasions, 
but who had not entered into its blessed ful- 
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ness. His love in the Lord to these was 
deep and mighty, full of tenderness and sym- 
pathy. He was a light in the Church, a 
blessing in his family, a good neighbour, a 
firm friend. 

He truly esteemed the Holy Scriptures, 
waiting upon the Light and Spirit of Christ 
to open them, knowing that the Holy Spirit 
and power were the foundation and cause of 
them. 

God made him an adorning to the Gospel 
of Christ, and many witnesses have borne 
testimony to the service that he has been to 
them, all his sore tribulations making way 
for the superabounding of his power of con- 
solation through Christ. 

Since it is the mind of God that ** the just 
shall be had in everlasting remembrance," 
this sweet memorial of Isaac Penington is 
trustfully commended. For though he has 
put on immortality, he yet speaketh to those 
who are still pressing on to the same incor- 
ruptible inheritance. 

Testimonies abound to his life and power 
in Christ ; some on his faithfulness in prison 
where he had been cast many times for 
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Christ's sake, simply for worshipping God in 
his own house. For many months together 
he was so exposed to damp and other ills in 
these prisons that severe illness followed; 
but God so blessed his bondage that one 
who was with him said — ** Oh ! the remem- 
brance of the glory that often overshadowed 
us ; even the prison was made by the Lord to 
us as a pleasant palace ! " Other testimonies 
are borne to the power of his life in religious 
meetings — one the more striking as felt dur- 
ing outward silence. ** T. Evernden found the 
congregation waiting in silence ; on sitting 
down amongst them the mighty Power of 
God so descended upon him that he could 
say the fountains of the great deep were 
opened. His ministry was accompanied 
with a holy zeal in the opening Life of God's 
eternal power and wisdom, so that the life 
in others would spring towards the sweet 
salutation of his life." His delight was in 
the service of the Lord, to which he was 
wholly given up, and that which in deep 
humility he aimed at was God's pure 
glory. 

May all who love the Lord Jesus, and 
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more especially his fellow-labouxers in -the 
great harvest-field of our Lord and Master, 
prayerfully meditate on the truths he has 
left, and receive them as the voice of God to 
their souls ! 
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"THE LIFE HID WITH CHRIST IN GOD." 
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EXTRACTS FROM " ThE WaY OF LiFE AND 

Death.'* 

A Christian is to be a follower of Christ, 
and, consequently, must have the same rule 
to walk by as Christ had. A Christian pro- 
ceeds from Christ, hath the same Life in him. 
Christ had the fulness of Life, and of His 
fulness we all receive a measure of the same 
Life. " We are members of His body, of 
His flesh, and of His bones." (Eph. v. 30.) 
Yea, we came out of the same spring of Life 
from whence He came. " For both He that 
sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, are 
all of one ; for which cause He is not ashamed 
to call them- brethren." (Heb. ii. 11.) 

This was the Apostle Paul's rule, after 
which he walked, " The law of the Spirit of 
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Life in Christ Jesus." (Rom. viii. i and 2.) 
This " made him free from the law of sin and 
death." " If any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature," and the law of the new crea- 
ture is the Spirit of Life which begat him, 
which lives, and breathes, and gives forth His 
law continually in him. Here is a Christian ; 
here is his rule ; he that hath the new crea- 
ture, hath the rule in himself. " Ye have an 
unction from the Holy One, and ye know all 
things." (i John ii. 20.) The anointing was 
in them a fountain or well-spring of Light 
and Life, issuing forth continually such rivers 
and streams of Life within, that they needed 
no other teacher in the truth and way of Life." 
(Verse 27.) The "Comforter" did refresh 
their hearts sufficiently, and led them into all 
truth. Search the Apostles' Epistles, and ye 
shall find them testifying of the Lord's send- 
ing His spirit into the hearts of Christians ; 
and exhortations to them not to grieve or 
quench the Spirit, but to follow as they were 
led. They were to *' live in the Spirit," and 
" to walk in the Spirit." (Gal. v. 25.) And 
the Spirit was to walk, and live, and bring 
forth His own Life and Power in them 



(2 Cor. vi. i6). With this immediate Light 
of the Spirit of Life in their hearts, they are 
made such Kings and Priests unto God, as 
the state of the law did but represent. The 
Gospel is the substance of all the shadows 
contained in the law. Christ is the substance. 
Christ lives in the Christian by His Spirit, 
and the Christian lives in Christ by the same 
Spirit; there he lives, and hath fellowship 
with the Father and the Son, in the Light 
wherein they live, and not by any outward 
rule, (i John i. 6 and 7.) 

"Search the Scriptures; for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life : and they are they 
which testify of Me. And ye will not come 
to Me, that ye might have life." (John v. 
39, 40.) The Scriptures are to be searched 
for the te^imony which they give of Christ ; 
and when that testimony is received, Christ 
is to be come to, and life received from Him. 
The honour of the Scriptures is to discover 
and testify of the Word. ** In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.'* (John i. i.) " And 
the Word was made flesh." (Verse 14.) This 
was the name of Christ, when He came into 



the world in the flesh, to sow His life in the 
world — ** His name is called the Word of 
God." (Rev. xix. 13.) 

Shall the living Word speak to the heart, 
and we run to the words of Scripture, to know 
whether these be His words or no ? Nay, 
nay ; His sheep know His voice better than 
so. Did the Apostle John, who had seen and 
tasted, and handled, and preached the Word 
of Life, send Christians to his Epistles, or any 
other part of Scripture, to be their rule ? No ; 
he directed them to the anointing as a suffi- 
cient teacher (i John ii. 17). *' He that 
believeth on Me, as the Scripture hath said, 
out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 
water.'* (John vii. 38.) The living Spirit 
that gave forth the Scriptures mtist have the 
pre-eminence. In my heart and soul I honour 
the Scriptures, andlongto read them through- 
out with the pure eye, and in the pure Light 
of the living Spirit of God : but the Lord 
preserve me from reading one line of them 
in my own will, or interpreting them accord- 
ing to my own understanding, but only as I 
am guided, led, and enlightened by Him, in 
the will and understanding which comes from 



Him. The Lord will deliver the Scripture 
from man's inventions from it, and restore its 
honour again, by the living presence and 
power of that Spirit that wrote it. 

The Christians formerly (in the ifirst day of 
the breaking forth of God's power) had Christ 
in them, the living Word ; they opened their 
hearts to Him, received Him in, felt Him 
there, found Him made of God to them, their 
wisdom, their righteousness, their sanctifica- 
tion, their redemption (i Cor. i. 30). They 
had the thing that these words signify and 
speak of, and knew the meaning of the words 
by feeling the thing. 

The true Church was a company gathered 
out of the world into God, begotten of, and 
gathered into His Life by, the living Word, 
and so had a true place and habitation in 
God. The Apostle Paul, writing to the Thes- 
salonians, styles them a Church in God. A 
Church under the Gospel is made up of true 
Israelites, gathered out of their own spirits 
and nature into the measure of the Spirit of 
God in them, as Christ was into the fulness. 
They -are such as are begotten of God, bom 
of His Spirit, led by Hirrv out oS. 'S-^^^^'. 



thivugh the wilderness, to Sion, the Holy 
Moui\t ; there they meet with the elect pre- 
olouH corner-stone which is laid in Sion ; and 
\\\py% bcii\g living stones, are huilt upon it 
tulo Jc\u»ttlem> the Holy City (Peter ii. 5, 6 ; 
\Whx \\u 4^)* This is the true Church. 
Kvi^iy one th«it believes in Christ is a living 
^Ww \ \x\\k\ being a living stone, he is laid 
\\\\\^\\ {\\^ living foundation, and so is a part 
vit ilu^ lu\i\v\ii\g in the temple of the living 
Oovt. VcAk his body and spirit being cleansed, 
h« hliWHclf in a temple wherein God dwells, 
ftpprttiM, txwA h worshipped. And the gather- 
ing of wwy of these together at any time in 
the I ,Uc, In the name of Christ, is a larger 
temple, (ind such a temple as Christ never 
falU to be in the midst of* But the great 
temple, the full Churchi is the general as- 
sembly of the first-bom. 

The true ministry was a ministry made and 
appointed by the Spirit, by the gift of the 
Spirit bestowed on them, and by the Spirit 
appointing them to their work. Christ bade 
His Apostles and disciples wait at Jerusalem 
for the promise of the Spirit ; and when He 
had given them of the Spirit, He gave them 



to the Church for the work of the ministry 
(Eph. iv. II, 12 ; Acts xx, 28). And if none 
can be a member of the true Church but by 
being begotten out of death into Life by the 
Spirit, surely none can be able to minister to 
him who is so begotten, but by the same 
Spirit. So these receiving their ministry of 
the Lord Jesiis (Acts xx. 24), and the gift of 
the Spirit from Him, were made " able 
ministers of the New TestSiment, not of the 
letter, but of the Spirit." (2 Cor. iii. 6). They 
were able in God to minister from His Spirit 
to the spirits of His people ; and they did not 
minister a literal knowledge of things to the 
understanding of man ; but they led men to 
the Spirit of God, and ministered spiritual 
things to that spiritual understanding which 
was given them of God. 

This is the way which Christ Himself pre- 
scribes by which to become His disciples : — 
** If any man will come after me, let him deny 
himself, take up his cross daily, and follow 
me." Seek not ease in the flesh, but take up 
the cross every day, till the earthly be slain, 
and its wisdom and strength ^\}JodLU^ftL. ^\nk^ 
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the wisdom and power of God will become 
natural. 

Keep to the sense or feeling from God ; 
beware of the understanding, the imagining, 
conceiving mind of man. These cannot be 
: for God, nor bring forth anything for God, 
until they be new cast and new moulded. 
Wait patiently the Lord's leisure. Be not 
hasty after Life and Salvation in the will of 
the flesh ; but leave the Lord to choose His 
own season for the showering down of His 
mercy and blessing. The husbandman waits 
long, even till the seed be grown to maturity. 
Jacob, the type of the seed, said, *' Oh Lord, 
I have waited for Thy salvation." 

Now, as you thus wait, and take up the 
cross, the corrupt natural, wherein Satan's 
throne and power hath been, will wither, and 
grow weak daily; and the tender plant of 
God, the immortal seed, will shoot up, and 
gather strength daily ; and you will come to 
a will in God, and an understanding in God, 
and that which is of God will manifest itself ; 
and you will come to know, and desire, and 
take delight in the things of God : then the soul 
which is immortal, will come to hear, and 



receive, and feed on the immortal Word, which 
is the Bread of life, and which alone is able 
to preserve and nourish up to eternal life. 
Then you will know the Faith which gives 
the victory, the knowledge which lets into 
life, the fear which keeps the heart clean, and 
the hope which anchors the soul immortal in 
the immortal God, and the patience which 
wins the Crown. 

"A FEW WORDS CONCERNING JUSTIFICA- 
TION." 

The Apostle Paul affirms that the righteous- 
ness of God (which is the justification) ** is 
manifested without the law." The law makes 
sin known, and shows the sinner the need of 
justification ; but the justification itself is not 
thereby, but is manifested without it. That 
this is " by the faith of Christ," by entering 
into that which it justifies. That it is '* upon 
all that believe." That it is "freely by the 

. grace " and by the " redemption of Christ." 
That Christ is the *' propitiation." That this 

. propitiation is by ** faith in the blood." That 
this faith is " the righteousness." The faith 
is in the blood ; and in the tru^ ie^wavci% ^\ 
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the Son, both the faith and the blood are 
known and felt. " Ye are come to the blood 
of sprinkling." Oh do not rest in an out- 
ward way of believing an outward thing ; but 
seek out the way of coming to the blood of 
sprinkling. ' 

From "The Fundamental Principle of 

THE Gospel." 

" This then is the message which we have 
heard of Him, and declare unto you that God 
is Light, and in Him is no darkness at all." 
(i John i. 5.) 

This was the message which Christ gave 
His Apostles, to make way into men's hearts 
by ; this is the first thing for the mind to 
receive, that there is no darkness in God, 
nothing but light. 

The work of the Son is to reveal the Father, 
and to draw to the Father. He reveals Him 
as Light, as the spring of Light, as the foun- 
tain of Light, and He draws to Him as Light. 

Christ Jesus, the Son of God, is the image 
of His substance, the exact image of this 
Light, the Light of the world, who is to light 
the world into this substance. 
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Now, as the Father is Light, and the Son 
is Light ; so the Spirit which proceeds from 
them both is Light also. And as the Father, 
who is Light, can alone be revealed by the 
Son, who is Light ; so the Son, who is Light, 
can alone be revealed by the Spirit, who is 
Light. 

The Holy Spirit is, indeed, the breath of 
Light, eternally lighted, to draw to the eternal 
image of Light, and then to the eternal sub- 
stance. The Spirit convinces of sin, and 
reproves for sin. All the discoveries of dark- 
ness, in the hidden world of the heart, are 
from Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, by 
His Spirit, which is Light. Whatsoever 
maketh manifest is Light. Come to the 
Light which reproves thee in secret, be 
faithful, be obedient ; thou shalt find this lead 
thee to that which all thy knowledge out of 
this cannot lead thee to. And when thou art 
joined to this Light, it will show thee Him 
whom thou hast pierced (as thou never saw 
before), and open a fresh vein of grief in thee,^ 
to mourn over Him ; and work repentance 
and teach thee faith, and that self-denial, 
which will reach to the very looV oil *Cs\a\. 



nature which yet lives. Thou shalt know 
what it is to wait upon God in the way of 
His judgments, and find the powers of Life 
and death striving for thy soul, under which 
thou wouldst perish, unless the everlasting 
arm of God's power be continually redeeming 
thee. Thou wilt feel and see how death 
brake in upon Adam, and how it daily breaks 
in upon mankind; and what standard it is 
which the Spirit of the Lord lifteth up against 
the powers of darkness. 



Extracted from " The Axe laid to the 
Root of the old Corrupt Tree." 

There was a glorious day, and bright ap- 
pearance of Truth in the times of the Apostles. 
They had the true Comforter, who led them 
into all Truth, and kept Truth alive in them. 
They lived in the Spirit, and in that under- 
standing which the Truth had made free, and 
had God dwelling in them, and Christ walk- 
ing in the midst of them ; and, by the power 
of His Life in them, they were dead unto sin, 
and alive unto God ; they being not strivers 
against sin with man's legal spirit, but by the 
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power of grace, which made them more than 
conquerors through Him that loved them. 
This was part of the glory of that state in the 
day of the sunshine of the Gospel. 

But, behold ! a thick night of darkness 
overspread the beauty of this ! Some false 
brethren went out from the true Church into 
the world, getting the sheep's clothing, mak- 
ing a great outward appearance, and drew 
the world after them; and some from the 
very churches themselves. Then men having 
departed from the Spirit of Life and His im- 
mediate teachings, they embraced an out- 
ward form of knowledge and worship of God. 

All who rest in anything short of the Life 
itself, had even as well have stayed in Egypt, 
as to take up a rest in the wilderness, short 
of Canaan. 

The true faith (the faith of the Gospel 
which saves the sinner from sin, and makes 
him more than a conqueror over sin and the 
power of darkness) is a belief in the nature of 
God; which belief gives entrance into, and 
causes an abiding in that nature. Unbelief 
enters into death ; faith into Life. Faith is 
an ingrafting into the vine, a partaking ottV^^ 



14 

juice of life from the vine. Only that can 
believe in the nature which is one with the 
nature. So then faith is not only a believing 
and applying the promises, and that Christ 
died for sinners (which yet must be believed), 
but also an entrance into the nature of that 
Life from which all these sprang. 

The true knowledge of this is only to be 
had by the immediate revelation of Christ in 
the soul. " No man knows the Father but 
the Son, and he to whom the Son reveals 
Him." " The dead shall hear the voice of 
the Son of God, and they that hear shall 
live." There is no raising of a dead soul to 
life, but by the immediate voice of Christ. 
The proper use of all means is to bring to 
this immediate voice, life and power. 

"Ye have not heard His voice at any 
time, nor seen His shape ; and ye have not 
His word abiding in you." The voice gives 
life, the sight of the shape daily conforms into 
the image, which is beheld by the eye of life ; 
and the word abiding in the heart nourishes 
and feeds the living soul with the pure Bread 
of Life. 

Christ's immediate revelation of the nature 
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of His Father is to His babes. Not to the 
wise, or the studious, not to those rich in the 
knowledge of the Scriptures without ; but to 
the weak, the poor, the lowly in heart. And 
man receives not these revelations by study, 
by willing, pr running, but by being begotten 
of the will of the Father ; lying still in the 
will, and growing in the will, the child receives 
the wisdom from above, and daily learns that 
cross which crucifies the other wisdom. 

Christ is received (by this faith) as a grain 
of mustard-seed. Christ is such as every 
eye but the eye of this faith despiseth. He 
is the stone which the wisdom of the build- 
ers, in all ages, hath rejected. They look 
for a glorious Messiah ; but they know Him 
not in His humiliation, in the little seed, out 
of which He is to grow up into His glory. 
What ! this little thing, small, like a grain of 
mustard-seed, can this be the glorious Christ 
which the Scriptures have spoken so much 
of? The true eye of faith would see the 
virtue in the little seed, and receive Him in 
His humiliation in their hearts, where He 
knocks daily for entrance, and be content till 
this grain of mustard-seed grew up into a 
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great and glorious tree. Hear now, ye wise 
in the letter, but strangers to the life ! there 
is a twofold appearance of Christ in the 
heart ; there is an appearance of Him as a 
servant to obey the law, to fulfil the will of the 
Father in that body which the Father prepares 
there for him : and there is an appearance 
of him in glory, to reign in the life and power 
of the Father : and he that knows not the 
first of these in his heart, shall never know 
the second there. Let all consider this in 
the depths of their hearts ; they that never 
received the seed of life in their hearts, never 
received Christ ; and such shall never be free 
from sin while they live. 

This seed being received, groweth up into its 
own form; or is formed in that creature into 
which it is received. It there grows up into 
the body in which it is to serve the Lord, and 
which body is to be glorified when it has 
finished its service. As a seed cast into fitted 
earth receives form, and grows into a plant, 
so it is with this seed in its earth. Oh, 
Christians ! open the true eye and read the 
mystery of godliness. 

He that hath Christ, or the seed of eternal 
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life, which is Christ, formed in him (which 
seed the Spirit always dwells in,, and never 
is absent from, which is the same Spirit 
which gave forth the Scriptures), he is in a 
capacity of understanding those Scriptures 
which that Spirit gave forth, as that Spirit 
leads him into the understanding of them. 

To those under the gospel, who possess 
the substance, and who are born in the Life, 
there can be no rule proportionable to their 
state, but Christ the Substance and Life. 
The Spirit of the Lord is the true expositor of 
the Scriptures ; He never addeth nor dimin- 
isheth; but man, without the Spirit, ima- 
gines, studies or invents a meaning, and 
often adds or diminishes. 



AN EXHORTATION 

RELATING TO THE WORKINGS OF THE MYS- 
TERY OF INIQUITY, AND THE MYSTERY 
OF GODLINESS IN THIS AGE. 

AH you who have any true secret pantings 
after God, look to the nature of your spirits ! 
The way to life is impossible to that ^^xl ve^ 
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man, which is so busy in willing and running 
towards life; but it is easy to that which 
the Father raiseth up, and leadeth. ** The 
wayfaring man (though a fool) shall not err." 
The wisest and richest merchants in Babylon 
cannot set one step in it ; the least child in 
Sion cannot err there. 

Thou hast a living talent given thee by 
God ; let not thine eye be drawn from that ; 
but join to that, keep there, and thou art 
safe ; and that will open thine eye to see all 
deceits, just in the very season of tempta- 

m 

tion. Know the eternal light of life, the 
little glimmerings of it in thy soul. Keep in 
it, love simplicity, stand single in the honesty 
of the heart, out of subtile reasonings. Lie 
low continually, at the lowest breathing of 
the Light. The power and glory lies in the 
humility. Mind the reproofs of the Light, the 
sweet chastening of the Love by the Light ! 
These are healing stripes. 
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From an Examination of the Grounds 
AND Causes of Persecuting the 
*' Quakers." 

They generally (the Friends), both in their 
speakings, and in their writings, set their 
seal to the truth of that Scripture, (i John 
V. 7), That "there are three that bear re- 
cord in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Spirit." That these three are dis- 
tinct, as three several beings or persons, they 
read not ; but in the same place they read, 
that " they are one." And thus they believe 
their being to be one, their life, light, wisdom, 
and power to be one : and he that knows and 
sees any one of them, knows and sees them 
all, according to that saying of Christ to 
Philip, " He that hath seen me, hath seen 
the Father.*' 

They believe that Christ is the eternal 
light, life, wisdom and power of God, which 
was manifested in that body of flesh which 
He took of the Virgin : that He is the king, 
priest, and prophet of His people, and saves 
them from their sins, by laying down His 
life for them, and imputing His righteovis.- 
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ness to them ; yet not without revealing and 
bringing forth the same righteousness in 
them, which He wrought for them. And by 
experience they know that there is no being 
saved by a belief of His death for them, and 
of His resurrection, ascension, intercession, 
&c., without being brought into a true fel- 
lowship with Him in His death, and with- 
out feeling His immortal seed of life raised 
and living in them. 

God is able perfectly to redeem from sin 
in this life ; He can cast out the strong man, 
cleanse the house, and make it fit for Him- 
self to dwell in ; He can finish transgression 
and sin in the heart, and bring in everlasting 
righteousness ; He can tread down Satan 
under the feet of His saints, and make them 
more than conquerors over him. The way 
may be long, the difficulties many, and there 
is need of much faith, patience, and watch- 
fulness against temptations, &c., before the 
Life so arrive in them. Christ said to His 
disciples, " Be ye perfect ;" directing them 
to aim at perfection ; and the apostle saith, 
Let us go on unto perfection ; Christ gave a 
niinistry "for the perfecting of the saints :*' 
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and He who begins the work, can perfect it 
even in this life, and so deliver them out 
of the hands of sin, Satan, and all their 
spiritual enemies, as that they may serve 
God without fear of them any more, in 
holiness and righteousness before Him all 
the days of their lives. 

In this state of perfection the blood of 
Christ is still needed, and remains to keep pure 
for ever. It is the blood of the everlasting 
covenant (Heb. xiii. 20) ; both the covenant 
and the blood last for ever, and there is need 
and use of the faith in the blood, to believe 
the preservation. And there is a growing 
in the life, even where the heart is puri- 
fied frdm sin, even as Christ did grow and 
wax strong in spirit ; for a state of perfec- 
tion does not exclude degrees. There is also 
a need of watching against temptations in a 
perfect state; for Adam was perfect, and yet 
he needed a watch : and Ohrist was perfectly 
pure and without sin, and yet He did both 
watch and pray. 

So that if any were brought to the perfect 
state of a man, even unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ, vibkiv ^.Vv^ 
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ministry was given to bring all the saints 
unto (Eph. iv., ii, 12, 13), if any were enabled 
so to walk in the Light, as to be cleansed by the 
blood from all sin, and to have such fellowship 
with the Father and the Son, as might make 
their joy full (i John i. 3, 4, 7), if any were 
brought to that state of glory as to be chaste 
virgins (2 Cor. xi. 2) . . . yet this would not 
exclude faith in the blood, nor prayer, nor 
watchfulness, to keep the garment pure, &c.,. 
nor growth in the life. And this we are not 
ashamed to profess, that we are pressing 
after, and some have already attained very 
far, even to be made perfect as pertaining ta 
the conscience; being so ingrafted into 
Christ the power of God, so planted into the 
likeness of His death and resurrection, so 
encompassed with the walls ^nd bulwarks 
of salvation, as that they feel no condemna- 
tion for sin, but a continual justification of 
the life ; being taifght, led, and enabled to 
walk, not after the flesh, but after the spirit. 
(Rom. viii. i.) 

If I believed that there was no per- 
fecting the work of redemption in this life, 
but that I must still in part be a slave 
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to Satan, still crying out of the body of sin 
and death, and never have my heart purified 
for the Holy One to dwell in, but remain in 
part unconverted, unchanged, unregenerated, 
unsactified ; oh ! how heavily should I go on ! 
I am sure it would be as a weight upon 
my spirit in resisting of sin and Satan. This 
is not the glad tidings of the everlasting 
Gospel, but sad news from the borders of 
death. 

The Apostles and ministers of Christ come 
from Christ with a message of life and salva- 
tion, with a testimony concerning the good- 
will of God, and His love to mankind ; 
pointing out the way from death to life, from 
bondage to liberty, from wrath and destruc- 
tion, to peace and salvation. What they have 
seen, what they have felt, what they have 
tasted, what they have handled, what they 
have found redeem and deliver them, that 
they declare abroad to others, as they are 
moved, as they are sent and guided. 

How sweet and pleasant it is to the spi- 
ritual eye to see several forms of Chris- 
tians in the school of Christ, every one 
learning their own lesson, performvw?, ti.^vt 
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own peculiar service, and knowing, owning, 
and loving one another in their several places, 
and different performances to their Master, 
to whom they are to give an account, and 
not to quarrel with one another about their 
different practices ! (Rom. xix. 4.) The true 
ground of unity is not that a man walks and 
does just as I do, but that I feel the same 
Spirit and Life in him. 

The way is one, Christ the truth of God ; 
and he that is in the faith, and in the obe- 
dience to the Light which shines from His 
Spirit into the heart of every believer, has a 
taste of the one heart, and of the one way ; 
and knows that no variety of practices, 
which is of God, can make a breach of the 
true unity. 



A Warning of Love to the Professors 

OF THIS AGE. 

There is an infinite pure well-spring of 
life from whence all creatures came, in which 
they all have a place according to their 
nature, and course of operation in His eternal 
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counsel who made all, and ruleth over all 
eternally. 

In this spring of life man had an especial 
place and standing. The Lord had created 
and placed him supreme, under Himself, over 
the works of His hands ; gave him his king- 
dom here on earth under Him, gave him His 
image to rule in, even a sufficient measure of 
that eternal wisdom in which He formed him, 
to which he was to be subject himself, and 
by which he was to reign over and order all 
with delight and comfort in himself, to the 
praise and glory of Him who formed all, and 
had given him dominion over all. 

But man (through disobedience) lost the 
Divine image, and then had at best but the 
natural ; he lost the eternal wisdom, and that 
which was to reign over the creatures, and 
then he became but as the creatures ; nay, 
worse than the creatures. 

The fall of man from God is such that it 
has benumbed all his senses. He is dead, 
spiritually dead ; and can no more feel his 
death, his spiritual death, than a man na- 
turally dead can his natural death. 

The wound of man is deep by the fall : he 
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hath really lost God ; he is shut out of his 
commonwealth; yea, in that estate, he is 
without hope (for the hope springs from 
God's visitation of him with His Light, and 
from the living promise). That which recovers 
man is the eternal virtue, the endless power, 
the life immortal, the Christ of God. 

The living seed of eternal life, which God 
has hid in man underneath his earth, has in 
it the living virtue, which alone can heal 
man, and restore him to God. 

That which heals of the death is the Tree 
of Life, whose rind, leaves, and body is all 
healing, and there is nothing else can heal. 

He that is thoroughly begotten into the 
Life, quickened, justified, sanctified, and bap- 
tised through the Life, he shall have the 
kingdom, wear the crown, enter into the joy 
of his Lord, wielding the sceptre of righteous- 
ness with his Lord in His kingdom for ever. 
Now this work may be done in the heart, 
on this side the grave. Therefore be not 
slothful, but watch unto the movings of the 
living seed, that its work may be perfected, 
that it may arrive at its stature, come to its 
full growth, and finish its service and testi- 
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mony, that so it may enter into its habita- 
tion, and receive you with it into its everlast- 
ing mansion, where every servant and constant 
sufferer with the seed shall be welcomed of 
its Father, and remain a partaker of their joy 
and fulness for ever. 



Extracted from "The New Covenant 
OF the Gospel distinguished from 
the Old Covenant of the Law." 

That covenant which God made with the 
Jews at Mount Horeb, when they came out 
of the land of Egypt, was not to be perpetual ; 
but to make way for that covenant, priest -^ 
hood, lawgiver, and law, which were to be 
perpetual. 

The ten commandments, given by Moses 
from Mount Horeb, were the covenant which 
God made with the Jews, when He took them 
by the hand to lead them out of the land of 
Egypt. That covenant God found fault with, 
because it was not able (through the weak- 
ness of the flesh on their parts) to keep them 
to God. Against Christ's coming God pro- 
videth a new covenant, a better coNt.Yvacs\\.^^Qrt 
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Him to be Mediator of; which covenant was 
not outward, like the former, but inward, put 
in the mind, writ in the heart. 

Moses* whole ministration (as it stood in 
the letter without) was but a shadow of the 
fulness and perfection of that ministry of the 
Spirit which was to come, and to be set up 
by the Son in His house (Heb. iii. 5, 6), 
Moses' people but a shadow of the spiritual 
people ; Moses' priests and sacrifices but a 
shadow of the spiritual priests and sacrifices ; 
Moses' law in the letter ministered from Mount 
Sinai but a shadow of Christ's law in the 
Spirit to be ministered from Mount Sion 
(2 Cor. iii. 10, 11). The law itself which 
was given by Him but a shadow of the grace 
and truth which came by Jesus Christ (John 
i. 17). Of whose fulness every believer re- 
ceives a portion, "even grace for grace" 
(verse 16) ; which grace is to be his teacher, 
both of what he should deny and turn from, 
and how he should live and carry himself, 
both towards God and man (Tit. ii. 11, 12). 
Look particularly on the commandments, and 
see. if there will not appear something of a 
shadow in them. 
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The first commandment to that people — 
**That they should have none other gods 
(like the heathen) but Him only, whose pow- 
erful arm had brought them out of Egypt." 
This is a shadow of the subjection of the 
spiritual Israel singly in Spirit to the Lord 
of spirits, who by His mighty arm redeemed 
them out of spiritual Egypt. Now must 
they bow to other Lords no more (Isa. xxvi. 
13), as they did bow in the land of Egypt 
(Oh, who can read this !) ; but bow alone at 
the name of Jesus, and be subject to the arm 
of His power in their spirits for ever. 

The second commandment, "That they 
should not make any images or likenesses of 
things in heaven or earth, or bow down to 
them," is a shadow of what God requires of 
spiritual Israel in the inward, where all like- 
nesses and inventions of what they have seen 
in the Spirit above, or beneath in the earthly 
nature, they must not make themselves, nor 
bow to such as any others make. 

And they must not **take the name (of 
the Lord their Redeemer) in vain," pretend- 
ing to the living power when it manifests not 
itself in them; pretending to meet in the 
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living Name, and to worship in the Spirit, 
when they are strangers to it. The other 
commandments are also shadows of the 
inward innocency and purity which the be- 
liever receives into his heart from the opera- 
tion of the law of the Spirit of Life in him. 

Moses' law in substance remains, as it is 
taken in by Christ, and administered by Him 
in Spirit. The substance of the law is Love: 
to love God above all (above all without, 
above all within), and to love one's neigh- 
bour as one's self. To receive this Love 
from God, and to bring it forth in His Spirit, 
this is the substance of the law ; this is the 
thing which the law drove at in a shadow. 

A man may strive to love and obey in love, 
and yet fall short of the covenant ; but the 
Lord must circumcise the heart before that 
love springs up which fulfils the law (Deut. 
XXX. 6). 

By the law outwardly was the knowledge 
of sin outwardly to the people of the Jews ; 
by the law inwardly is the knowledge of sin 
inwardly to the spirits of disciples. 

Paul speaks of three states which he had 
known. A state of life before the law : " I 
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was alive without the law once " (Rom. vii. 
9). A state of death after the command- 
ment came : " Then sin revived, and I died." 
Sin could no longer lie as dead, but it slew 
him; he found himself a wretched man, 
because of the body of death, and the law of 
sin in his members (ver. 23, 24). 

Then came a state of life, after the com- 
mandment had done its work of slaying, then 
he could bring forth fruit unto God (Rom. 
vii. 4). 



Extracted from ** Some Queries " re- 
specting THE Observance of the 
Sabbath. 

Christ is the Rest of the Gospel (as He is 
also the Holy Land) : believing is the enter- 
ing into this rest ; here is His Sabbath, and 
the keeping of it. Keep in the Faith, the 
Gospel rest is kept. I do not make void the 
law by faith, or through publishing the 
ministry of the Spirit : but establish it in its 
ministration in the Spirit to the disciples of 
Christ ; who keeping to the Spirit cannot 
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transgress the righteousness of it, though 
they may there learn not to esteem one 
day above another, but to esteem every day, 
no days having ever had real holiness in 
them one above another ; but only a figura- 
tive, or representative, which the substance 
Christ and His gospel swallows up : for as 
His day dawns, those things which were the 
shadow of it fly away. 

There is a Rest ye are now called to enter 
into, as your Fathers were called to enter 
into the Land of Canaan : harden not your 
hearts as they did ; but hear the voice, hear 
the word which calls to this Rest, believe 
and enter. This Rest remains, says the 
Apostle; the others were types of it under 
the law state, which was to pass away. 



Extracted from *' A brief Explication 

OF THE SIX days' LABOUR, AND SEVENTH 

day's Sabbath. 

** Come unto me, all ye that labour, and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest," 
&c. (Matt. xi. 28-30.) He who comes in the 
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power of that life which calls, has a taste 
given him of the eternal rest, and a promise 
of entering into it. 

But the entrance into the fulness thereof 
is not at once ; he has a long journey to take 
from Egypt, the dark land ; from Sodom, the 
filthy land; from Babylon, where all the 
vessels and holy things of God have been 
defiled, through the wilderness unto Canaan ; 
and many battles are to be fought with 
enemies by the way, and also with the 
enemies which possess the holy land; and 
many hardships to be undergone in following 
the Captain, who leadeth His Israel by a 
pillar of cloud by day, and by a pillar of fire 
by night. 

Now in this journey, it pleases the Lord 
now and then to give a day of refreshment, 
causing His life so powerfully to spring up, 
that it even sensibly is and doth all in the 
heart. This is a sabbath, wherein the soul 
rests in the powerful operations of the Life, 
free from trouble or labour. No grievousness 
of any command is felt ; but all is easy and 
natural to it. 

If it were possible for man to abide per- 
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fectly with Christ, to cease from lust, to keep 
within the faith, to draw naturally in thev 
yoke, to bow in the spirit continually to the 
Father of Spirits, there would be a continual 
Sabbath kept, even before the full and per- 
fect Sabbath in the end. The hardness of 
the labour is because of a part contrary to 
the life, which, when it is worn out, there 
will be no more labour; but the yoke will 
become the rest, and all the motions of life 
will flow forth naturally in the rest. Here is 
"the patience and faith of the saints," to 
wait under the yoke, under the daily cross 
to that part which is to be kept under .... 
and then shall the soul enter into the holy 
of holies, obtain possession of the eternal re- 
demption, and know sorrow, death, and cap- 
tivity no more. 



Extracts on the Subject of Prayer. 

Christ, the eternal Son of God, the sub- 
stance of all the types and shadows of the 
law, was made a priest to God, not after the 
law of a carnal commandment, but after the 
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power of an endless life. He came in the 
power of the Father ; He received the power, 
He ministered the power, and in the power. 
Thus He gathered together living stones, and 
built them into a living temple for the Father 
of life to dwell in. The church of the Old 
Testament was to have priests and sacri- 
fices according to the letter; the New Tes- 
tament Church was to be of true Jews, 
circumcised by, and renewed in the power, 
Sec. We are the circumcision, saith the 
Apostle, which worship God in the Spirit, 
and have no confidence in the flesh. 

The New Testament state is one of sub- 
stance: all is in Spirit, in life and power. 
The whole state is answerable to the High 
Priest of our profession, even after the power 
of an endless life. By the eternal Spirit was 
He made a minister, by it He preached 
(Luke iv. i8) ; ** through it He offered up 
Himself a sacrifice without spot unto God " 
(Heb. ix. 14). And in the same power runs 
the vein of the whole dispensation of the 
Gospel ; for it is a ministration of the Spirit 
(2 Cor. iii. 8). Take away the life, take 
away the Spirit ; ye take away the stones of 
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this building ; ye take away the church ; ye 
take away the ministry ; ye take away all. 

True Prayer is the breathing of the child 
to the Father which begat it, from the sense 
of its wants, for the supply of those wants. 
"The ^vind bloweth where it listeth . . . . 
so is eveiy one that is bom of the Spirit " 
(John iii. 8). God, by the breath of His 
Spirit, begets a man out of the spirit and 
likeness of this world into His own image 
and likeness. He that is thus b^^tten 
wants nourishment, wants the Di\'ine 
warmth, the clothing of the Spirit, the gar- 
ment of sah'ation, the bread oi Life to feed 
on. Very many are the daily wants of this 
child of God, in its state of weakness, until 
it is drawn up into the ujiity o[ the body. 
where the full communion with the life is 
felt, the heart satis&ed, and the wants 
dro^TiedL 

Xow the breathing: of this child to the 
Father firom the sense of these wants, that is 
prayer; though it be but a s^h; it has ac- 
ceptance with the Lcrd^ who teaches him to 
pray^ even by the same ^Hrtt which: begat 
htm. In watching daily to the ^tnt, the 
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child is kept sensible of the will of the Father; 
his life is a continual course of prayer; he 
prays continually. 

It is not preaching things that are true, 
which makes a true minister; but the re- 
ceiving of his ministry from the Lord. The 
Apostles themselves, though they had re- 
ceived instructions concerning the kingdom 
from Christ's own lips, both in His lifetime, 
and after His resurrection (Acts i. 3), and 
had received a commission from Him to 
teach all nations (Matt, xxiii. 18, 19), yet 
this was not sufficient to make them able 
ministers of the New Testament ; but, be- 
fore they went abroad to preach, they were 
to wait for the power (Acts i. 4, 8); and when 
they had received it, they were to minister 
in it, that men might be converted to the 
power, and by the power; that the faith of 
persons might not stand in the wisdom of 
their words (which Paul might have abounded 
in, as well as others), but in the power of 
God (i Cor. ii. 5). 

Christ, by Hit ministry, calls His disciples 
out of the world up to the Father ; out of tlve. 
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honour, riches, and whatever else is of the 
world. How can ye believe, which receive 
honour one of another, and seek not the 
honour that cometh from God only (John 
v. 44)? And He bids the rich man, " sell alU 
and follow Him.*' 

He that will be a disciple of Christ, must 
travel out of the earthly into the heavenly, 
leaving all that is of this world behind him ; 
possessing nothing as his portion but Him 
who hath called him out of this coimtry, from 
among his kindred, and from his father's 
house, to another land, kindred, and habi- 
tation. Whatever he seems to retain of the 
earthly things, he holds as steward under the 
Lord. The Law requireth a tenth part to be 
given up to the Lord ; the Gospel requireth 
all, soul, body, spirit, good name, &c. ; even 
that the whole possession be sold, and laid at 
the Master's feet ; and he that keepeth any- 
thing back, cannot be a disciple ; cannot be a 
soldier of Christ; but must needs entangle 
himself with the affairs of this life. 

The Lord circumcises the heart of be- 
lievers under the New CovdRant, to love the 
Lord their God with all their heart, that they 
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may live. He lays His axe to the root of 
the old tree, hewing at it even till He has 
cut it up ; He engrafts the Eternal Word into 
the heart. . . . Now that the corrupt tree 
shall never be cut down whilst man is in the 
body, that the heart shall never be thoroughly 
circumcised to love the Lord, but be in 
danger of offending God through the love of 
the creature ; this belief does not spring 
from the foundation of life. 

The seed of God cannot sin (for as He is 
pure which begetteth, so is that pure which 
is begotten of Him) ; nor can man sin who 
is born of it, and abides in it. 

Read the Acts of the Apostles. What a 
precious people, how full of faith, how 
stripped of the world, how simple-hearted to 
God and to one another (Acts ii. 42, &c. ; and 
Acts iv. 32, &c.). What would these be 
abiding and growing up in the vine ? The 
cutting-off of sin is necessary while in the 
body; but to make the committing of sin 
necessary while in the body, is a great dero- 
gation to the power of God's grace, and to 
the mysteries of faith, which overcomes the 
evils of the heart, and the worldlY Tx-alM^^ 
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within; purifieth the conscience from dead 
works, and is **held in the pure conscience." 
Oh that men knew the Power and the faith 
which stands in the Power. Oh that pure 
light of the Spirit, wherein the living blood 
runs, which cleanseth from all sin, and keeps 
clean those who abide and walk in it ! 

The work of the Spirit of Christ in the 
heart is an inward work. There are many 
measures of faith and degrees of life and 
glory. Some are under the clouds, some in 
the sea ; some in Egypt, some in the Wilder- 
ness; some waiting for His appearance, some 
in the enjoyment of Him already appeared. 

Yet that does not exclude growth, for the 
fulness is infinite ; and though a perfect state 
may be attained in the perfect gift, yet there 
is a growth in the perfection (for Christ who 
was perfect, and in whom was no guile, grew 
in wisdom, and knowledge, and in favour 
with God and men). And as God is infinite, 
so to that which is transplanted into Him, 
there is no end of growth in Him ; but the 
tree, which stands in God's holy earth, by 
His pure river of waters, shall grow for ever 
and ever into His endless life and fulness. 
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Extracted from " Some Directions to 
THE Panting Soul," &c. 

" Come unto Me all ye that labour," &c. 
Some sweet meditations sprang in my heart 
concerning this portion of Scripture; with 
breathings of spirit for those that labour and 
are heavy-laden. 

In the Gospel (which is the power of God 
unto salvation) is the soul's rest. It is the 
will of the King of Saints that His people 
should enjoy this rest and peace. Christ has 
plainly marked out the path of His rest to 
every weary panting soul. When the Gospel 
was known in power before the night over- 
took the glorious dispensation, believers felt 
and enjoyed this rest : they could rejoice in 
the Lord always. There is no rest to be 
enjoyed from under the yoke. The power of 
God, the Life everlasting, the pure light, the 
Divine nature is a yoke to the transgressing 

* 

nature ; but it is the ease, the pleasure, the 
rest, the peace, the joy, the natural centre of 
that which is bom of God. 

Now to the soul that is breathing after the 
living presence of God I would ask^ Is th.^ 
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labouring for Life almost at an end ? Is the 
load really taken off thy back ? Dost thou 
find the captive redeemed, and set free from 
the power of sin ? The Gospel state is a 
state of substance, of feeling the power of 
the Lord in His pure Holy Spirit, knowing 
and walking with Him in this. There is a 
growth in this to be administered and waited 
for daily. Art thou in this Divine Life ? 

It is not enough to have breathings after 
God, nor to be very diligent either in outward 
ordinances, or inward exercises of spirit ; 
but the way of the Gospel must be cast up 
by God J and the soul led into it by Him, and 
daily preserved by Him. With my heart I 
own those that mourn after and feel the 
want of God, wherever they are ; but this I 
know certainly, that they can never come to 
the enjoyment of Him but in that living faith 
which the Scriptmres testify of to be in Him 
who is the Life, and which His Spirit is now 
found manifestly leading into. Blessed be His 
name! 

Thou that wouldst enjoy thy Beloved, 
know what it is that is to walk in the path of 
Life. It is that which is b^otten of God in 
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thee. The knowledge of and walking in the 
way is reserved for God's child. Be no more 
than God has made thee ; give over thy own 
desiring to know or to be anything, and let 
His Spirit breathe and act in thee. 

Keep to the Power, which alone began any 
true work in the heart. Christ was made a 
Priest, not after the law of a carnal command- 
inenty but after the power of an endless life : and 
every sacrificer under Him (which every true 
believer is) is so made by the same power. 



Extracted from " The Worship of the 

Living God." 

The worshipper in the times of the Gospel 
is he "that is born of God." He that is 
drawn out of the dark spirit of this world, 
and formed anew in the light of God's Spirit. 

In the living temple, which is built by God 
of the stone which all other builders refuse, 
is the place of the worship of the living God, 
where the true Jews meet to offer up their 
spirits, souls, and bodies, a living sacrifice to 
the Father of life ; and where they meet with 
such a glorious presence and power of tha 
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Father, as none but the true Jews were ever 
acquainted with. 

The sacrifices which the true worshippers 
offer up to God in this holy place are the 
gifts of His Spirit. The breathings which 
the Father gives into the heart of His child 
are breathed back unto Him, and these reach 
to the hearts of those to whom He pleases 
to direct them. This is the ground of such 
convictions of soul as are frequently found in 
assemblies. These seasons stand in the will 
of God. 

Search the Scriptures. The Christians in 
the Apostles* days ofiered not their worship 
in the old Jerusalem, or at Samaria, or the 
mountain where the Fathers* worshipped ; 
but at Mount Sion, to which they had come, 
where the Lamb without spot is known, and 
the blood of sprinkling felt (Heb, xiii, 22-24, 
and I Peter ii, 5). Oh ! read in the life of 
God the nature of the things themselves : 
Sweet is our God ; His livix^ presence is 
ex5ccedii>gly nourishing to the soul ; precious 
k His power Mt in the heart ; it is no less 
than life eternal to worship Him in His 
S^Niit. 



45 

The Lord by His Spirit is already raising 
up a living power which will transform from 
the dead formal ways of the worshippers in 
the world ; and it will be as honourable to 
wait for the movings of His Spirit, and to 
worship Him alone therein, as now it is re- 
proachful. 



Extracted from the Postscript of that 
addressed to those who complain 

THEY WANT PoWER. 

That persons who have not travelled into 
the land of life want power, that is out of 
doubt. The state of Israel in its travels is 
a state of weaknesses and wants. How can 
they in the wilderness but want that which 
is to be possessed in the Holy Land ? But 
dost thou want power to begin the travel 
with? Dost thou want the proportion of 
power which the Lord sees necessary for 
thee in thy present estate ? Is there nothing 
at all discovered to thee which is contrary 
to God, either in thy heart, or in thy con- 
versation, or in thy worship, which thou 
dost not so much as strive to give up to the 
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Lord, in waiting upon Him for His power 
and strength to appear in helping thee ? 
The light appears to discover and lead out 
of the darkness ; now, in giving up to the 
light, and not doubting but that which calls 
and draws out will give strength, and enable 
to come out, the power is met with unawares. 
But that which stands glaring and looking 
out after a power, which it expects to meet 
with before it \\ill so much as begin to follow 
the li|!^ht ; that cannot but abide in the cap- 
tivity, and miss of that power which re- 
deemeth from it* 

Now, for such as are willing to travel on 
in the wxAkness^ yielding up their members 
to the present manifestation of the light, and 
waiting for the further appearance of the 
pow^r^ it is on my heart to add a letter of a 
dear brother of mine in the truth, 

"" Dear Fkikki^. — Mv dear and tender love 
^nte$; thc^^, in th^t love from whence I had 
my bdi^;:, and from ^pcijence sprang all my 
Fatixsr^^; <iiiJdren^ who jwne born from above, 
iiwsi of an everla$;tSi^ inheritance. Oh! 
Ww $wm^ and i^ba^^mt are the pastares 
^K^kfti )B^y Patb«r caxrj«stii all Hfe ^«<p to 
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feed in; there is variety of plenty in His 
pastures, milk for babes, and strong meat for 
them of riper age, and wine to refresh those 
that are ready to faint, even the wine of the 
Kingdom, that makes glad the heart, when 
it is ready to faint by reason of infirmities. 
Sure I am, none can be so weary, but He 
takes care of them ; nor none so nigh faint- 
ing, but He puts His arm under their heads ; 
nor none so beset with enemies on every 
side, but He will arise and scatter ; nor none 
so heavy-laden, but He gently leads them, 
because they are His own, and His Life is 
the price of their redemption, and His blood 
of their ransom ; so tender is this good 
Shepherd after His flock." 



Extract. 

To such as are still tender, and dare not 
but exercise a conscience towards God, even 
in searching and trying times, I would say. 
Keep your standing in the life of God. What 
God hath begotten in you, let it depend 
upon Him. Let Him do what He will with 
His own in you, and let the creature be sub- 
ject to that living principle which God hath 
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sown and raised in your hearts; sell not 
your peace with God for any ease or advan- 
tage in this world. Let the tenderness of 
your consciences, which is of value with 
God, be precious also in your eyes. The 
times and seasons are in the Father's hand, 
and He sees good to let this day of trial come 
upon you. His grace is able to carry you 
all through. It will be for His honour to let 
all the world see how dear your God is to 
you, and how able ye are (in the meekness 
and strength of the Lamb's Spirit) to suffer 
for His name's sake. Thy will, O God, be 
done. The cup which our Father gives us, 
shall we not drink it ? 



Extracted from "Some of the Myste- 
ries OF God's Kingdom glanced at." 

Christ is the immediate offspring of Eter- 
nal Life in Himself, and the fountain or 
spring of life unto the creation. " Even as 
the Father hath life in Himself so hath He 
given to the Son to have life in Himself "; 
and in and through His Son He communi- 
cates of His life unto His creatures. 
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Christ conveys life as the living Word ; as 
the promised Seed. He soweth the seed of 
the kingdom in the heart, in which is life ; 
and as He makes way for this to spread and 
grow up in and leaven the vessel, even so 
He quickens into His life. Again, He is the 
enlightening Word, the word of wisdom, of 
power, of love and of reconciliation, whose 
voice works mightily towards the destroying 
of sin, and saving the soul from it. 

This Word is received by Faith in the 
virtue which flows from it. Its nature is to 
turn against sin, and to 'draw towards the 
Father. Repentance is Christ's turning of 
the heart from the dead nature, and from the 
dead works, towards the living principle, and 
the living works thereof. Repentance in- 
creases, and is given daily more and more to 
the heart that waits on the Lord. Faith is a 
belief in the appearance of the Lord to the 
soul, and a cleaving to and drinking in of 
their virtue. • • . Faith is wrought by the 
Word in the heart ; by the living Word from 
which the soul came, and which is nigh to 
the soul. This was the Word of faith, or 
the Word which wrought faith under the 
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law. (Deut. xxx.) This was the Word of 
faith which the Apostles preached, and which 
wrought faith under the Gospel. (Rom. x.) 
This is the Word which we feel working faith 
in us now ; yea, and which worketh it in all 
those in whomsoever it is wrought ; though 
they may not know what works it : yea, this 
is the seed of life, from which every spiritual 
thing springs and grows in the heart. The 
enemy assaults with unbelief, and fights so 
stiffly against the faith of the soul, because 
all depends upon it. Stop that, he stops all ; 
overcome that, he overcomes all. 

Hope is the expectation of somewhat from 
the Lord, in the season of His goodwill. 
The expectation of the crown of life at last ; 
the expectation of deliverance from snares 
and temptations at present ; the expectation 
of receiving His promises of the Divine 
nature, or of any mercy or blessing which 
He hath given to pray for ; this is hope. It 
stays the mind, even in the midst of storms 
and tempests, that they do not overturn and 
sink the soul : it is the succourer of faith in 
the needful hour : yea, how often would the 
faith be given up and foiled, were it not for 
the hope which relieves it I 
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What shall I say of Love, or how shall I 
in words express its nature ! It is the sweet- 
ness of life ; it is the sweet, tender nature of 
God flowing up through His seed of life 
into the creature, and of all things making 
the creature most like unto Himself, both in 
nature and operation. Oh ! how sweet is 
Love ! How readily doth it help and serve 
the meanest ! How meekly doth it bear all 
things, either from God or man. How doth 
it believe, how doth it hope, how doth it 
excuse, how doth it cover even that which 
seemeth not to be excusable. It never 
hardens, it never provokes; but carrieth a 
power of conviction with it. This is the 
nature of God ; this, in the vessels capaci- 
tated to receive and bring it forth in its 
glory, the power of enmity is not able to 
stand against, but falls before, and is over- 
come by. 

Obedience is the subjection of the soul to 
the Law of the Spirit; which subjection 
flows from, and is strengthened by, love. To 
wait to know the mind of God, and perform 
His will in everything, through the virtue 
of the principle of life revealed wvtfcvcv^ \.Vcc$. 
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is the obedience of faith. Mark how every- 
thing in the kingdom, every spiritual thing, 
refers to Christ, and centres in Him. His 
nature, His virtue, His presence. His power 
makes up all. Indeed He is all in all to a be- 
liever, only variously manifested and opened 
in the heart by the Spirit. 

True Peace, or Rest, is the stillness, the 
quietness, the satisfiedness of the heart in 
God, which flows from and \\*ith the Spirit of 
Life in the soul that is subjected to Christ. 
As the redemption is felt, so the peace springs, 
and the rest in God is tasted of, and enjoyed. 

Joy is the gladness of the heart in God, 
chiefly springing from the refreshings and 
presence of His life, which carries over the 
greatest trials. 

Liberty is the enlargedness of the heart in 
the Spirit of the Lord, wherein it hath scope 
in all that is good, and is shut out of all that 
is evil. The Spirit of the Lord is free, and 
makes free. Prayer is the breath of the living 
child to the Father of life, in that Spirit which 
quickeneth it, which giveth it the right sense 
of its wants, and suitable cries proportionable 
to its state, in the proper season thereof. 
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Regeneration is the new-birth of the crea- 
ture, or its being born again of the immortal 
seed of the Word of Life. The heart is 
leavened with the power and nature of the 
seed by a new sap received from it, which 
spreads by degrees, if we give up to it, in the 
faith which flows from it. 

Justification is the owning or clearing of a 
person in his obedience to the Lord ; or the 
pardoning, passing by, and so clearing him 
from his disobedience. It is God who justi- 
fieth by faith in the virtue which flows from 
Christ. This faith is imputed by God for 
righteousness, in every heart wherever it is 
found. The loosing of sins is for Christ's 
sake, and through His blood. In every dis- 
pensation it is grace alone that saves; and 
the righteousness of Christ alone justifies in 
the sight of God. 

Sanctification is the cleansing of the vessel 
by the Spirit of the Lord, from the pollution 
both of flesh and spirit. This is the glory 
and excellency of the Gospel, that the prin- 
ciple of faith there does that which the 
principle of the Law could never do. 

Redemption is the purchasing of the vessel 
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out of the captivity and misery of death, into 
the liberty and blessedness of the divine 
life, sown, revealed, grown up, and perfected 
in the heart. The Redeemer is the Son of 
God, who fulfils the will of the Father in 
every vessel. He redeems by His blood ; by 
His life ; by His power; by His nature sown 
in the vessel, and transforming the vessel 
into its own likeness. This is indeed re- 
demption, w^hen the old image is blotted out 
by the indwelling of the new. This is perfect 
redemption, the least measure of this is re- 
demption in a degree. 



Some Queries to the Professors of 

Christianity. 

1. Have you eaten of the bread and 
drunk of the wine in the Father's kingdom,. 
\yhich they that have received the king- 
dom, and are in the kingdom, eat and drink 
of? 

2. Have you known the Heavenly Jeru- 
salem, and come to it as the Christians in 
the Apostles' days ? (Heb. xii. 22.) 
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3- Are you in Him that is true, and are 
your Churches and gatherings in God, and in 
the name of His Son ? Is your being and 
dwelling in the eternal life ? 

4. Have you received the promise of the 
Father, even the excellent Spirit of the 
Son ? 

5. Have you true faith ? Do the living 
waters spring in you, as the Scriptures have 
said : " He that believeth on me, out of His 
belly shall flow rivers of living water"? 
(John yii. 38, and chap. iv. 14.) 

6. Does God tabernacle in you ? Is His 
dwelling among you? Does He walk up and 
down in your spirits, and sup with you, and 
you with Him ? 

7. Are you in the new Covenant ? taught 
of God, so as you need no man to teach you, 
and your sins so blotted out (according to 
the Covenant) as to hinder no good things 
from you ? 

These things were spoken of in the law 
and prophets, to be fulfilled under the power 
and life of the Gospel ; which is not a state 
of foretelling of things, as under the law, 
but of the enjoyment of the things them- 



selves ; and so far as ye fall short of them, 
ye fall short of Christianity. 



"Concerning Christ." 
Man, in the corrupt, degenerate estate, is 
fallen from God, and has lost His holy image, 
is driven out from His presence, dwells in the 
land of darkness under the government of 
the prince of the power of the air, who rules 
in all the children of disobedience. 

Now it is for us to return to the Father; 

to come back out of the prodigal lost state 

to the Father's house, where there is suffi- 

■ ciency of the bread of life to satisfy eyeiy 

hungry soul. 

The way whereby a man must come, the 
truth wherein he must be renewed, the life 

Iin he must be quickened, is Christ, 
on of the living God ; and he must 
Him as the Son of the living God, 
!el Him revealed in htm, and so walk 
b, if ever he come to the Father. 
^ whosoever witnesseth Christ revealed 
-f shaW find Him revealed for this end, 
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to destroy the works of the devil there ; and 
He is a powerful Saviour of the soul from 
sin, and a powerful destroyer of the works of 
the devil within. 



Extracted from " Some Things of Great 
Weight, and concernment to all." 

Christ is the Word of eternal life, who is 
appointed of the Father to give life. He is 
the Son of God, the wisdom and power and 
salvation of God. The peace, the joy, the 
life of the soul. The King, Priest, Prophet, 
and the Shepherd of the sheep. The way, 
the truth, the door, the vine, the olive-tree, 
into which the living are gathered and en- 
grafted. He is also a hammer, an axe, a 
sword, a fire to the corrupt tree and fruit. 

Christ is received and obeyed as the seed 
of life, as a small thing, rising up in the 
heart against all that is great and mighty. 
As a branch out of a dry ground ; as a little 
child to lead, which all the wisdom of man 
cannot but despise, and therefore that mMJs.t. 
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be brought down in some measure in the 
heart before Christ can be owned and sub- 
jected to. 

Therefore awake ! Oh wearj-, thirsty souls ! 
Come to the spring of life ; come to the living 
waters. Become little that you may learn of 
Christ ; wait to have your eyes anointed that 
you may see Him, and your hearts opened 
that you may receive Him. 

What is it that causes you to own truth 
at any time? Is it not an inward, powerful 
touch and demonstration of God's Spirit ? 
What makes you afterwards doubt and ques- 
tion ? Is it not something of a different 
nature from this ? Is it not a subtil reason- 
ing, whereby the enemy twines into your 
spirits and begets doubt and prejudice ? 

Christ came to destroy the works of the 

devil, and to set the soul free from sin. Is 

liberty which the Son gives inferior in 

life in its kind, to the bondage of 

enemy in its kind ? Which of them is 

;er: the enemy to enthral, or the Lord 

to set free ? The mighty Saviour so 

erfutly delivers us that, in the power of 

might, we are able to $er\-e Him with- 
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out fear of the enemy in holiness and righte- 
ousness. 

True, there is a state of darkness, sin, and 
death, wherein Satan reigns ; and there is a 
state of weakness wherein Satan much pre- 
vails, if the watch be not strictly kept to» 
Him who is the everlasting strength ; and 
there is a groaning under the body of sin and 
death, and crying out who shall deliver from 
it. But there is also a growth in the life,, 
and a victory over that which caused to cry 
out. There is a treading down of Satan 
under the feet by the God of peace, so that 
not only the elders, but the very young 
men in Christ, overcome and triumph over 
him. 

Happy are they who faithfully follow the 
true Leader ; to them is the promise of the 
possession of thq^ everlasting inheritance ;: 
and such find the Lord to be their God in- 
deed, and themselves to be His children 
(brought forth in His holy life and nature),, 
which to feel in certain knowledge is more 
than tongue can utter. 
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Extracted from "A Question to the 
Professors of Christianity as to 
THEIR Living Knowledge of Christ." 

"This is life eternal, that they might 
know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom Thou hast sent." The Father 
sent the Son of His love into the world, to 
take upon Him a body and glorify the name 
of the Father, doing His will therein. He 
laid down His glory, stripping Himself of 
the form of God, and appearing in habit as a 
man, in their raiment, with their garment 
upon Him, in which as a servant the Seed 
(the heir of all) served the Father. And 
now. His work being as good as done, He 
looks back at the glory which He laid down 
for the Father's sake, looking up to the 
Father for the restoring of it to Him again. 
" I have glorified Thee on the earth," saith 
He ; ** I have finished the work which Thou 
gavest me to do. And now, O Father, 
glorify Thou me with Thine own self, with 
the glory which I had with Thee before the 
world was " (John xvii. 4, 5). 

Now having sought (from my childhood) 
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after the true knowledge of God, and of 
His Christ; and having been satisfied with 
nothing else that ever I could meet with,, 
and having at length through His Spirit met 
with this the eternal life, the true food, the 
joy and salvation of my soul, I cannot but 
testify of it to those that lay out their money 
for that which is not bread and their labour 
for that which satisfieth not. . . . Now 
the breathing of my heart to the Lord is, to 
take away the veil off all hearts that sin- 
cerely desire after truth, that they may see 
the desire and beloved of their souls, and 
may be led by Him into the true travel, out 
of self, towards the kingdom ; yea, into the 
very land of the living, where the food of 
life is fed upon, where the living springs 
flow, w^here are vineyards which we planted 
not, and dwelling-places which we built not ;; 
where the fruit of the vine of God's planting 
(the wine of the kingdom) is drunk of, even 
new in the kingdom, with the Father and 
Son in the Spirit, who are one and all there. 
The Word of God (the only begotten of 
the Father) took up a body of the flesh of 
the Virgin Mary, who was of the seed of 
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David according to the Scriptures, and did 
the will of the Father therein, in holy obedi- 
ence unto Him, both in life and death. 

He offered up the flesh and blood of that 
body, and poured out His life a sacrifice or 
offering for sin unto the Father, and in it 
tasted death for every man ; and through 
God's acceptance of this the sins of believers 
are pardoned, that God might be just, and 
the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus, 
or who is of the faith of Jesus. What is 
-attributed to that body we acknowledge ac- 
<:ording to the Scripture to be through and 
because of that which dwelt and acted in it. 
But that which sanctified and kept the body 
pure (and made all acceptable in Him) was 
the life, holiness and righteousness of the 
Spirit. And the same thing that kept His 
vessel pure is the same thing that cleanseth 
us. The value which the natural flesh and 
blood had was from that ; in its coming from 
that, in its acting in and suffering through 
that ; yes, that hath the virtue, and abideth 
for ever ; it is pure and maketh pure, and it 
is impossible for a man to touch it, but he 
must feel cleansed by it. Now this living 
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virtue and power man v»'as shut out from by 
the fall ; but through the true knowledge of 
the death of Christ the way is made open for 
it again, and man brought to it to be bap- 
tised, washed, cleansed, sanctified, fitted for 
and filled with life. 

Christ's flesh and blood which we are to 
partake of, whereof we are to be formed, is 
the flesh and blood of Him who took and 
tabernacled in the body. For that which He 
took upon Him was our garment, even the 
flesh and blood of our nature, which is of an 
earthly perishing nature, and His flesh and 
blood and bones are of His nature. 

" Both He that sanctifieth, and they who 
are sanctified, are all of one" (Heb. ii. ii). 
Is it not from thence that He is not ashamed 
to call them brethren, even because He finds 
the nature. Spirit, and life of His Father in 
them ? What makes a child to God ? Is it 
not the being begotten of the Father, and 
born of the Spirit ? And that w^hich is born 
of the Spirit, is Spirit. 

The Scriptures expressly distinguish be- 
tween Christ who came, and the body in 
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which He came; between the substance 
which was veiled, and the veil which veiled 
it. ** Lo ! I come ; a body hast Thou pre- 
pared me.'' There is plainly He, and the 
body in which He came. There was the 
outward vessel, and the inward life. That 
was Christ before He took up the body, and 
for ever. Christ is the Son of the Father 
the infinite Eternal Being, One with the 
Father, and with the Spirit, and cannot be 
divided from either ; cannot be anywhere 
where they are not. He may take up a body 
and appear in it ; but cannot be confined to 
be nowhere else but there. Christ, while He 
was here on earth, yet was not excluded 
from being in Heaven with the Father at the 
same time ; as He Himself said concerning 
Himself, ** The Son of man, which is in 
Heaven " (John iii. 13). Nor was the Father 
excluded from being with Him in the body ; 
but the Father was in Him, and He in the 
Father : whereupon He said to Philip, ** He 
that hath seen me, hath seen the Father.'* 
What ! did every one that saw the body, see 
the Father also ? Nay, not so ; but he that 
saw Christ, the Son of the living God, whom 
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flesh and blood revealed not, but the Father 
only (Matt. xvi. i6, 17), he saw the Father 
also. 

Oh friends ! look to your knowledge of 
Christ (the living knowledge of Him in the 
Spirit), and to your faith and knowledge of 
Him in the Scriptures, and to your prayers 
also ; for it is easy missing of the living 
substance in all these, and meeting with a 
shadow which may please and make a great 
show in the earthly part, in the natural 
understanding and affections, but satisfieth 
not the soul, or that which is born after the 
Spirit, but still the cry there goes out (when 
the soul is awakened) after truth, substance, 
life, virtue, from God's Spirit in the spirit, 
which it alone can feed upon. 

Will it not be a glorious day, when the 
Spirit of the Lord cleanseth away the thick 
darkness, and causeth the light of His pure 
truth to arise ? Such a day is to be, wherein 
the true Church is to come out of the wilder- 
ness again, and her witnesses stand on their 
feet again, and follow the Lamb, who 
marches on fighting with the sword of the 
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Spirit (the word of His mouth), conquering 
and to conquer thereby the corrupted anti- 
christ ian worid, even as He did at first the 
corrupt heathenish world. 

The Lord will purify His temple, and 
cleanse the world by the plagues of His 
angels which He has prepared, making way 
for the beauty of His truth, and the Church 
of His gathering; wherein He will bring forth 
His righteousness, wherein His power and 
presence shall be made manifest, wherein that 
which shined before in the primitive Church 
shall shine again in this new-reared build- 
ing of His, so that men shall be forced to 
say. This is the Church of Christ indeed, 
God is here of a truth. This is the Gospel- 
Jerusalem indeed, which is built upon the 
holy hill of Sion; in which righteousness, 
truth, and love, and the gentle nature and 
Spirit of the Lamb, lives and reigns ; and the 
Lord bless thee, oh habitation of justice, and 
mountain of holiness ! 

Now this work is begun. The times of 
refreshment are come from the presence of 
the Lord. But whosoever would partake of 
these things, it must be by the guidance of 
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the Spirit. And he that would enjoy the 
full light, must begin with its glimmerings, 
even that in the heart which draws out of 
the world towards the Father. Do not dis- 
pute about it, but wait to feel it, taking up 
and enduring the cross, and so bearing the 
reproach and suffering of Christ in thy gene- 
ration. And as thou obeys, thou shalt know 
of the doctrine ; but out of the pure faith 
and obedience there is no sound deep-rooted 
knowledge. The Lord guide thy mind, and 
stretch forth His hand to help thee ! 



Extracts from '* Concerning the Wash- 
ing AWAY OF Sin from the Conscience," 
&c. 

There is somewhat appointed by God to 
wash away sin, which is the water of re- 
generation, the water of life, the Spirit's 
water, and the blood of the Lamb ; which 
are known, received, and felt by faith in the 
light of the Spirit, wherein alone His work is 
wrought. 

Thus now, upon believing, the soul is 
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washed; the faith brings in, or lets in, the 
water and blood, which cleanse and purge 
the conscience from the sin, which before 
stained and defiled it : and according to the 
faith, so is the water and blood let in, and 
accordingly is the washing. And he that is 
baptized, he that is washed by the Spirit, 
comes out of the water clean ; and watching^ 
to the light wherein he was purified, wit- 
nesseth the powerful word of life as able to 
preserve in cleanness, as it was to cleanse. 

But if there be not a watch to, and faith 
in, and single-hearted obedience to, that 
which purified, and keepeth pure, there is 
that near which will defile, where it is heark- 
ened to and let in ; there is that which will 
tempt to lust and sin, and so draw into dark- 
ness and death again. And if any man sin 
afterwards, sin defiles again, and the stain 
thereof will lie upon the conscience, till by 
repentance and faith the water and blood be 
let in again, and the cleansing virtue from it 
received and restored again. So that if any 
man sin, there is an advocate, an intercessor, 
a divine helper, one who hath the water of 
life, and the blood of life to wash with. 
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There is a fountain set open for sin and for 
uncleanness for Judah and Jerusalem to 
wash therefrom; but every defilement and 
pollution sticks until it be washed off. 

Then for the garment of salvation ; that is 
Christ, the righteousness of Christ, the na- 
ture and Spirit of Christ. This is the holy 
covering. He that puts on Christ, puts on 
this : he that appears before God in Christ, 
appears in this ; and the soul puts on this as 
it puts off the other. 



Extracted from "The Church of the 

New Covenant." 

This Church is a company of living stones, 
quickened by God, and knit together in the 
unity and fellowship of the Spirit, to worship 
God together in His Spirit, and offer up unto 
Him spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God 
by Jesus Christ. This Church is built upon 
the rock or foundation of God, which God 
hath laid in His spiritual Sion ; which rock 
is Christ. 

The Apostles were not lords over the true 
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Christian's faith; but helpers of their joy. 
And Christ did not require His disciples to 
believe whatever He knew to be true; but 
prepared their capacities, and dropped in 
according to their capacities. 



Extracts. 



As the soul in its travels comes to Sion, the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus is 
witnessed, which makes free from the law of 
sin and death. And then there is no more 
such a crying out of the body of sin as there 
was before ; but a blessing of Him who hath 
delivered, and daily doth deliver from it ; yes 
— ^the body of sin is known to be put off, and 
Christ put on in the stead thereof. 

It has pleased the Father, in this day of 
His Love and Power, to gather a little flock 
out of the world to Himself. This flock He 
has gathered by a poor little thing in their 
hearts, exercising them thereby in poor and 
contemptible ways to the eye of the world, 
^od to all the professions of man's wisdom ; 



71 

and by this, and concerning this, He testifieth 
(through those whom He hath gathered) to 
others. 

Let those who desire Hfe from God take 
heed of the beginnings of this Life, and the 
redemption of their souls, by not despising 
the day of small things. 



Extracted from " Some Queries to 
SUCH AS Complain of Want of 
Power to Become the Lord's," &c. 

Was not Christ made a King and Priest 
after the power of an endless life ? And does 
He not communicate of the power, of that 
endless life to all that rightly believe in Him, 
receive the Truth as it is in Him, and obey 
His Gospel ? Was it not the end of Christ's 
coming to destroy sin in the heart, and to 
set the soul free from it, that it might serve 
the Lord in the liberty, life and power of His 
Spirit ? 

Were not the deliverances of the Jews 
under the law real deliverances frota thsk 
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outward enemies ? And are not Christ's 
deliverances as real from the inward ene- 
mies ? Whom the Son maketh free, are they 
not free indeed ? Free from sin, free from 
Satan, being under the shadow of the wing 
of the Almighty, which preserves from dark- 
ness and guards the mind from evil. 

Does not Christ dwell in the heart by 
Faith ? And is not Christ's nature and 
Spirit pure, and will He dwell in anything 
that is impure ? Is not the spiritual temple 
under the Gospel to be as pure inwardly, as 
ever the outward temple under the law was 
to be pure outwardly, or by way of represen- 
tation ? Must not they be cleansed from all 
filthiness of flesh and spirit, who witness the 
Father dwelling in them, and walking in 
them ? 

What is the whole armour of God pro- 
vided and appointed for ? Is it not to keep 
out the enemy wholly ? and is it able to do 
it, or no ? 

He that receives the spiritual circumcision 
and baptism of Christ, does it not cause him 
to cease from sin ? And does not the new 
life spring up in him, causing him to live 
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holily to God ? He that has the offending 
eye plucked out, the offending hand cut off, is 
not that taken away from him which caused 
him to sin ? And he who is created a new 
creature in Christ, does he not naturally do 
that which .is holy and righteous ? (i John 
iii. 7, 8. 

Does not the true Faith, the faith of the 
Son of God, give victory over sin ? Can 
any believer be conquered by the enemy if 
he stands in the faith, and abides in the 
covenant ? 

Did not the message which Christ sent 
His Apostles to preach, " He that believeth 
and is baptised shall be saved," contain the 
sum of the covenant? What does God 
require of the soul but believing in His Son 
(which includes repentance from the dead 
spirit and works), and receiving His bap- 
tism ? To be baptised into Him into His 
death, into His life, into His nature, into 
His Spirit ; to take up His cross, to bear His 
yoke, to be circumcised in Him and by Him, 
that he may love the Lord his God with all 
his heart, that the power, virtue and life of 
love may constrain him to live wholly in and 
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to God. And then does not the promise of 
salvation to him that believes and is bap- 
tised into Christ contain writing the law in 
the heart, putting the fear into the heart, 
putting the Spirit within to become the 
teacher, guide, strength and comforter, and 
whatsoever else is necessary to the soul in 
the way to the kingdom ? 



From ** An Enquiry after Truth and 
Righteousness." 

It is said concerning Christ, " He that 
saith he abideth in Him, ought himself also 
so to walk, even as He walked" (i John 
ii. 6), How did Christ walk ? Did He not 
walk in the light of God's Spirit ? In sub- 
jection to God's Spirit ? Was not the ful- 
ness given Him ? Was not the Father 
always with Him ? And did He not act in 
the Father, and the Father in and through 
Him ? Now, does not He give forth a 
measure of the same Spirit, of the same 
anointing and power to become sons, unto 
aU His ? And are they not to walk accord- 
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ing to the measure of light and life they re- 
ceive from Him? Is not this the living 
path for the ransomed in the days of the 
Gospel, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit ? Oh ! that men could con* 
sider this with the true understanding, and 
know the way of life in the true experience 
thereof ! That which gives light to my soul 
is somewhat from Christ, even a measure of 
His pure Spirit ; it is no less : and the law 
of life written inwardly is more to the soul 
than words written outwardly, though all the 
words that ever come from God's Holy Spirit 
are very precious, and greatly useful, to those 
to whom He vouchsafeth to give the under- 
standing of them. 



Extract from "The Holy Truth and 
People defended." 

We own the blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, both outwardly and inwardly ; both 
as it was shed on the cross, and as it is 
sprinkled in our consciences ; and know the 
cleansing virtue thereof in the everlasting 
covenant, and in the light which is etertva.1% 
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out of which light men have but a notion 
thereof, but do not truly know nor own it. 
Before the time of antichrist, it was a great 
matter to know and own Christ outwardly, 
as He appeared in that body ; but since the 
anti-christian spirit hath got that, the dis- 
tinguishing knowledge and owning of Christ 
is, to know and own Him inwardly. A pre- 
tended faith in Christ's blood, without faith 
in His Spirit, is but dead and notional. 
** Except ye eat my flesh, and drink my 
blood (saith Christ), ye have no life in you." 
.... So much of Christ's Spirit, so much 
of His righteousness ; and out of His Spirit, 
out of His righteousness for evermore. For 
the righteousness of the Son is revealed, and 
communicated from faith to faith, in His 
Spirit ; and so Christ is indeed made right- 
eousness to them that are found in His 
Spirit ; and they are covered with the gar- 
ment of righteousness and salvation who are 
covered with His Spirit. 

He that witnesses salvation in Christ 
Jesus, witnesses it to be a continued act of 
grace. Grace appears to the soul, grace 
teaches, makes a change in the heart ; and 



then grace (or God by His grace in and 
through Jesus Christ) forgives the sins that 
were committed before. The new covenant 
is wholly a covenant of grace and mercy ; 
and the giving of Christ, drawing the mind 
to Him, accepting and justifying in Him, are 
works of grace and mercy towards His. So 
the spiritual Israel may well sing this song 
in the Land of Holiness and Redemption, 
" O praise the Lord ! for He is good, and 
His mercy endureth for ever." I can truly 
set my seal to this : that the more holy and 
righteous the Lord makes me in His Son, 
the more sensible am I of His love, grace, 
and mercy, in justifying of me ; and it is 
precious to me to witness justification and 
acceptance with Him in and through His 
Son. 

We do not tell men of the peace and joy 
we have in our God boastingly; but in a 
faithful way of testimony concerning, and 
invitation to, what we once wanted, but now 
have found, under the leadings of the true 
Shepherd. And the peace and joy which He 
gives is an evidence and assurance in the 
hearts of those to whom it is given by Him. 
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And they that have been greatly distressed 
for want of the Lord, and His powerful arm 
of salvation, having met with it, it rises up 
from Life in them to testify and say to 
others, Lo ! this is our God, we have waited 
for Him, and we will be glad and rejoice in 
His salvation. 

" For ye are kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation." Keep to the 
power which preserves, " hold that fast 
which thou hast, let no man take thy 
crown." Keep the Faith, make not ship- 
wreck of it, and of a good conscience. 

The Lord God of Life Himself hath 
taught us the new covenant, and thereby 
taught us to wait upon Himself in His Son, 
to work all our works in us and for us ; and 
this we daily experience, that we can work 
nothing but as He works in us. 

Is there not somewhat which is the foun- 
dation of our righteousness with God ? 
Must we not first believe in Him? Does not 
faith make a difference between them that 
believe and them that believe not ? so that, 
as soon as ever there is true faith, and it 
thus works, the state is changed, and there 
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is no justification before faith. For in the 
unbelief is the condemnation for ever. He 
that believeth not is condemned already. 
What saith the Scripture ? Abraham be- 
lieved God, and " it was counted to him for 
righteousness." None are righteous, but in 
Him; and all are out of Him, till they be 
gathered into Him. 

Paul speaks of the law of sin in his mem- 
berSy and he also speaks of the body of deaths 
and cries out against that : ** Oh ! wretched 
man that I am," saith he, "who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death ? " He felt 
somewhat that nourished and gave strength 
to the law of sin in his members, and looked 
upon himself as wretched, till he could meet 
with deliverance therefrom. Now some are 
of opinion that there is no being delivered 
from the body of sin while in this life. Is it 
done in Christ, for us, without us, but never 
to be done by Christ in us? If ever thou 
come to witness the pure eternal Light of the 
Lord Jesus Christ revealed in thee, that 
will not find out some members on earth 
only, but the very body thereof, and show 
thee the necessity of the putting off that body 
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from thee, and that circumcision whereby it 
is to be done, which is the circumcision of 
Christ. Mark the promise of the new cove- 
nant : " I will circumcise thine heart, and 
the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy 
God with all thine heart, that thou mayst 
live.'* Is not this the circumcision of Christ ? 
Does not this cut off the body of the sins of 
the flesh, in the particular where this is wit- 
nessed ? This is the truth, as it is in Jesus, 
even *'to put off the old man with his 
deeds." It does not say. The body is put off 
in Christ without us, and men must only 
put off the members or deeds ; but they must 
put off the body, and come to witness in them- 
selves the very nature, spirit, root, and prin- 
ciple from whence they proceed, cut down 
and destroyed in them. They must feel the 
axe laid to the root of the corrupt tree^ and it 
cut down in them (not think it enough to say, 
it is done in Christ for them) ; yea, they must 
also witness the Lord arising to shake 
terribly the earth, in which the tree grew; 
that so the place of dragons and serpents 
(where each lay in times past) may hence- 
forward become the place of holiness ; where 
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grass may grow, and the new plants and 
flowers of the Paradise of God, 

Are there not those here on earth who dwell 
in heaven ? whose conversation is in heaven ; 
even the witnesses to God's holy truth, who 
are ascended up above the spirit of this 
world, and dwell in God's holy: Spirit, and 
who walk in the light, as God is in the 
light ? Hell is not far from the wicked ; nor 
is heaven far from them who are renewed in 
the spirits of their minds, and who witness 
the passing awa,y of the old things, and the 
new creation in Christ. 

If any man be in Christ, there is a new 
creation, there is a real change. The man 
is not what he was before ; but he puts off that 
which is old, and puts on that which is new ; 
and so is really changed in his state, and in the 
sight of God, and is not what he was before. 
. And since my mind has been turned to the 
pure Word of Life, even the Word which 
was in the beginning (I speak as in the 
Lord's presence) it has had singular effects 
on my heart. The Light has searched me 
as I never was searched before, under all my 
former professions ; and the Lord has given 
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liie a true and pure discerning of the things 
of His kingdom, in the Light which is true 
and pure; and singular quickenings have 
I met with from His Spirit, and the faith 
which stands in His heavenly power, and 
gives victory and dominion in Him ; blessed 
be His name ! And the love which He has 
given me is not notional, but arises from 
His circumcising my heart, and answers 
His nature ; springing forth naturally to* 
wards Him, and those of His image, and all 
His creatures : yea towards those who are 
enemies to me for His name's sake. 

We believe with the faith which is of the 
nature of Him whom we believe in, which 
faith is mi^ty through God, and works 
through all the powers of daiioiess, giving 
victory over them all in God's way and time. 

Now I can bow before the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and worship Him in His 
own Spirit, even in the new and firesh life 
thereof day by day. Now my rejoicing is in 
Christ Jesus, whom the Father hath sent, 
both outwardly and in a body of flesh to 
fulfil his Holy will, and to do what therein 
the Father had for Him to do, and also in- 
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wardly iii His Spirit and power unto my 
heart, to destroy the works of the devil 
there, and so to work me out of the enmity 
and unreconciled state, into the love and re» 
conciliation. And I cannot but rejoice both 
in what He did in His body of flesh for me, 
and in what He doth by His Spirit and 
power in me. And blessed be the Lord, I 
feel Him near. His Spirit, life, and power 
near, His holy wisdom near, and His re- 
demption near ; for He is my rock, and my 
strength, and my salvation, day by day. And 
I have no confidence in the flesh, in what I 
am, but my confidence is in Him, who hath 
brought me to nothing in myself, that I 
might be all in Him, and that I might find 
Him all unto me. He is my peace. He is 
my life, He is my righteousness, my holi- 
ness, the image wherein I am renewed ; in 
Him is my acceptance with the Father ; He 
is my advocate, my hope and joy for ever. He 
has destroyed that in me which was contrary 
to God, and keeps it down forever. He is my 
shepherd, His arm has gathered me, and 
encompasses me day by day. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

There are four or five things very precious, 
which were generally witnessed in the days 
of the Apostles, among the true Christians, 
which are all mentioned together. (Heb. 

vi. 4» 5-) 

15^ They were truly enlightened. The 
ministers of the Gospel were sent by Christ 
to turn men from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan to God (Acts xxvi. i8 ; 
I John i. 5). 

2ndly. They tasted of the Heavenly gift. 
What is the heavenly gift which Christ gives 
to those who come unto Him, and become 
His sheep ? He gives them eternal life 
(John X. 27, 28). 

3rdly, They were made partakers of the 
Holy Ghost. The Gospel is a day of bring- 
ing forth the spiritual seed, and of pouring 
out the Holy Spirit upon them. The law 
state is one of servants ; the Gospel of sons ! 
and because true believers in Christ are sons, 
God sent forth the Spirit of His Son into 
their hearts to cry, Abba, Father. 

^thly. They tasted of the good Word of 
God. Which Word is able to save the souL 



Sthly. They tasted of the powers of the 
world to come. Of the power of the endless 
life, whereof Christ is the Minister, and ac- 
cording to which He ministers life in that 
inward spiritual temple which He rears up 
for an habitation to God in His own Spirit. 
The very same grace that appeared to them, 
and taught them, has appeared to us, and 
taught us; and of it we have learned the 
same lesson. 



From "A Postscript." 

A Scripture opens in me, and is very sweet 
to my taste : it is Rom. ix. i8 — ** Therefore 
hath He mercy on whom He will have 
mercy, and whom He will He hardeneth." 

The Physician is come, and He inwardly 
heals His people; faithfully seeking after the 
sick and wounded, pouring oil into their 
wounds and healing them. But there are 
some who are so sound in their notional appre- 
hensions, that they have no need of the 
physician, and them He passes by as un- 
worthy of Him. " Ephraim is joined to idols^ 
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let him alone," saith the Lord. I will pour 
out the choice virtue of my Life and redeem- 
ing power among my gathered sheep and 
lambs, who have need thereof and will re- 
joice therein. These will know iny voice; 
these love the favour of my anointing and 
precious ointment, which runs down from 
the head upon all the living body, and these 
shall have it. It is my will to have mercy 
on these my once greatly-distressed ones, 
and to destroy the fat and the strong, and to 
feed them with judgment. Oh ! that men 
knew to whom the mercy and to whom the 
judgment belongs ! To the wisdom of the 
flesh, to the wise comprehenders of the 
things of God after the flesh, is the judg- 
ment : to the poor and broken in spirit is the 
mercy, the binding up, the redemption which 
is by Christ Jesus the living Minister in the 
holy sanctuary of our God. 



Extracted from *• Naked Truth." 
Men greatly mistake and err about the 
Gospel knowledge and religion, by beginnings 
therein without the gospel spirit and power. 
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The Scripture speaks of a new creation in 
Christ. All true believers are so : and they 
have the ability and power of believing from 
Him who creates them anew. There is that 
which is called faith in unregenerate men ; 
but that is not the faith which is the gift of 
God to His own begotten. " To you it is 
given not only to believe," &c. (Phil. i. 29). 
Mark : It is given to believe. Oh ! this holy 
gift ! This faith of the new birth is the faith 
which pleases God, gives access to God, in- 
terest in His power and promises, and victory 
over the worldly nature, and over all the 
soul's enemies. Blessed be the Lord for 
bestowing and increasing it in the hearts of 
His children ! 

Blessed is he who feels the justification 
which comes from God. Being quickened 
by His Holy Spirit, turned from the dark- 
ness, coming into the light, and walking in 
the light; there his sins are done away, 
blotted out, as if they had never been, for 
His name's sake ; and there he receiveth a 
new ability, a new heart, a new Spirit, the 
spirit of the living God, to quicken him and 
work in him, and whatever he does ia tld^ 
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(or rather what God does by him, in and 
through this Spirit) is justified, owned, and 
accepted And if, for want of watch- 
fulness, the enemy should prevail, and draw 
into a snare ; yet upon turning to the light 
of God's Holy Spirit, which discovers and 
reproves for it, in the holy light the water 
flows, the blood is sprinkled, the conscience 
is cleansed, and so becomes clean even in 
God's sight. Oh ! blessed is he who is not de- 
ceived with dead notions of justification, but 
feels the justification which comes from 
God, and is accompanied with a living 
sense, and .with the testimony of His Holy 
Spirit. 

True joy is that which flows from God's 
presence, and the work of His power in the 
heart, and the assured expectation which He 
gives of the full inheritance and glory of 
life everlasting. When the Bridegroom is 
present, when the soul is gathered home to 
Him, in union with Him, in the holy living 
fellowship, .... oh ! what sweet joy ! " In 
Thy presence is fulness of joy, and at Thy 
ri^ht hand are pleasures for evermore," said 
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the Psalmist (Ps. xvi. ii). Surely he had 
had a taste of the thing ; he had been in 
God's presence, and that made him cry out, 
^* Cast me not away from Thy presence " 
(Ps. li. ii) ; and he had drunk of the river 
of God's pleasure, which is at His right 
hand, which made him speak so sensibly 
of it (Ps. xxxvi. 8, and xlvi. 4). Christ said 
to His disciples, that because of His going 
away they should have sorrow; but He 
would see them again, and their heart should 
rejoice, and their joy no man should take 
from them (John xvi. 22). How or when 
was this fulfilled ? For what were they sorry ? 
Was it not the loss of His outward pre- 
sence, which had been so sweet and com- 
fortable to them ? How would He come to 
them again ? Was it not by the Comforter ? 
Was it not by His inward and spiritual pre- 
sence ? So that He that was with them 
should be in them? Before, they knew 
Christ to be with them ; now they should 
know Christ in them ; the Father in them, 
and they in Him; Immanuel, the Gospel- 
state, God with us, living and walking in us, 
and we in Him. When the Apostles came 
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to this state, then they came to witness the 
joy in the Holy Ghost, even the joy unspeak- 
able, and full of glory. 

The right poverty of spirit, and the true 
humility, ariseth from God's emptying the 
creature, and from a new heart and nature. 
This abides in the midst of the riches and 
glory of the Kingdom. For as Christ was 
poor in spirit before His Father, and lowly 
in heart in the midst of all the fulness which 
He received from Him ; so it is with those 
who are of the same birth and nature with 
Christ. They are filled with humility, and 
clothed with humility, in the midst of all the 
graces and heavenly riches which God fills 
and adorns them with. 

I have experienced this concerning temp- 
tations, that the strength and hurt of them, 
as to the soul, lies in the soul's looking at 
them. For the strength of God is revealed 
in His children against the tempter ; which, 
being patiently waited for and trusted in, 
will never fail them. The Lord would not 
have the least babe let in temptation and 
sin ; but watch to that, and keep joined to 
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that, which will preserve out of temptation 
and out of sin. 



Faith is God's gift, and it flows from the 
power of His life. It never stands in a man's 
own power, but always in the virtue and 
power of the life of the Son. So that he that 
will believe aright must wait to feel the life 
of the Son revealed in Him, and faith flow- 
ing therefrom. 

True obedience flows from Life, from the 
living faith. If I could obey in all things 
that God requires of me, yet that would not 
satisfy me, unless I felt my obedience flow 
from the birth of His life in me. " My Father 
doth all in me," saith Christ. This was 
Christ's comfort. And to feel Christ do all 
in the soul is the comfort of every one that 
truly believes in Him. 



Extracts concerning the New 
Covenant. 

The New Covenant is a new agreement 
between God and the soul, different from 



that former agreement, which was between 
(jod and the people of the Jews. It is a 
precious glorious covenant, containing pre- 
cious promises on God's part, and as easily 
to be obtained on the creature's part as can 
possibly be. It is a covenant of the eternal 
love of God ; of life, peace, and rest to the 
Houl ; of the power of the Lord stretched out 
for the soul, to deliver it from Egj'pt ; carry 
IhruuRh the wilderness ; bring into the HoJy 
Land, giving it its proper possession and in- 
heritance there, and maintaining it therein 
iigainst all its enemies. Yea, this covenant 
contains very precious things, which the soul 
finds great need of, and rejoices in the sense' 
and pi-esence of, when they are felt flowing 
from the covenant into it, as writing the 
laws of God in the heart, putting His fear 
in the inward ports ; yea, putting His own 
Spirit within, to be a fountain of life and 
^ stren^b there, whereby He causes the soul 
: in His w«}-si, and preser\'es it from 
departing from Him. Likewise in this coi'e- 
i becomes the teacher, who creates 
t soul a ckpftd^' to Icara, and causes it 
i and profit. And in this cai-enant 
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there is a forgiving of iniquity, and a remem- 
bering of sins no more, but a destroying and 
rooting-out of that which caused to sin, and 
a heahng of the backslidings of the soul, 
and a loving it freely. How is this covenant 
made with the soul ? In Christ the seed, 
who is all in this covenant. He is the light, 
the life, the power of it ; He is the righteous- 
ness and sanctification of it. By coming 
into Him, the soul comes into this covenant ; 
by abiding in Him, it abides in this cove- 
nant ; and by growing up in Him, it grows 
up in this covenant. 

This is required in this covenant, that 
when the Lord calls and touches the heart, 
we give heed. . . . Repentance is required, 
turning from the old, unclean nat]jre and 
spirit, and touching it no more. Faith, be- 
lieving the testimony of truth, and receiving 
the Spirit's baptism, is required. Obedience, 
subjection to Christ in the rule of His Spirit, 
and keeping of His commandments, is re- 
quired. 

The soul is not able to perform any of these 
things in its own strength, will, or wisdom 
(these are eternally shut out of this cove- 
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nant) ; but in the strength, life, and power 
which flows from God in the covenant. 

The wisdom of man says, I will understand 
the doctrine thoroughly before I will change 
my present way. No, says Christ, " He that 
doth His will shall know of the doctrine." 
We must bow to Christ, to His power and 
will, to His way of manifesting truth. 

The sins against this covenant are chiefly 
unbelief in, and disobedience to, the power. 

It is true the Lord doth all in the cove- 
nant according to His good pleasure; but, 
withal, He has appointed a way of His work- 
ing out the life and happiness of the soul, to 
which it is His good pleasure to keep. And 
this way is Christ, His seed. Hence all the 
love, mercy, and tenderness of God flows. 
Only know this, God is love; His tender- 
ness is beyond imagination or comprehen- 
sion. The poor mourning souls that cry unto 
Him, feeling their need of Him, He cannot 
cast off. 
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Extracted from "Of the threefold 
appearance of christ, under tub 
Law, in a Body of Flesh, and in his 
Spirit and Power/' 

First, Under the Law, Various were the 
appearances of Christ; sometimes as an 
angel, in the likeness of a man ; so to Abra* 
ham, and so to Jacob, when Jacob wrestled 
with him, and prevailed, and had overcome ; 
so to Joshua, or the captain of the Lord's 
host, at his besieging Jericho ; so to Moses, 
in the bush, He appeared as an angel (Acts 
vii. 35) ; so likewise in visions. Also the 
glorious appearances of God to the prophets 
in vision 

Secondly, Concerning Christ's appearance 
in a body of flesh. When the time of sha- 
dows drew towards an end, and the fulness 
of time was come. He who thus appeared in 
several types and shadows among that people 
of the Jews under the law. He now came down 
from the Father, debased Himself, and clothed 
Himself like a man, partaking of flesh and 
blood ; and was in all things made like unto 
us (excepting sin, for He was the Lamb 
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without spot), humbling Himself to come 
under the law, and under the curse, that He 
might redeem those that are under the law 
(and under the curse) by fulfilling the righte- 
ousness thereof, and bringing them through 
into the righteousness everlasting. 

Now, while He was in the body. His gloiy 
did shine to the eve of the children of the 
true wisdom. His disciples (to whom not 
flesh and blood, nor the wisdom and know- 
ledge which they could get from the letter, 
but His Father revealed Him), tl^y saw the 
hidden glory : they saw through the veil of 
His flesh, and beheld Him as the only be- 
gotten of the Father, fizll of grace and truth. 

Thirdly. Now, the third appearance^ o 
Christ, which these two outward appearances 
made way for, was His appearance ns Spirity 
even His pure inward,, heavenly appearance 
in the hearts of His children. This He bids 
His disciples wait for, telling them ^that 
He would not leave them comfortless, but 
would come again unto them/* They had 
had the appearance of the Bridegroom in the 
flesh, and He was to go away. It could not 
he helped: it was necessary for them that 
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Jle should go away ; " but," saith He, " I 
will come again." The same power and 
presence that is now with you in a body of 
flesh, shall visit you in Spirit, and so abide 
with you for ever. 

And was it not so ? Did not Christ send 
the Spirit, the Comforter ? Did He not come 
in the Spirit and power of the Most High, to 
be with them always to the end of the world ? 



Some Observations concerning the 
Priesthood of Christ, from several 
Passages in Hebrews. 

Christ, our Apostle and High Priest, is as 
faithful over all His house as Moses was over 
his. There is not one of the children, not 
one of His family, but He will teach ; not 
one soul belonging to Him, but He will suc- 
cour, being tempted ; nor any one, but He 
will be an advocate and reconciliation for (in 
case of sin), in and according to the way 
that God hath appointed (Heb. iii. 2). 

As the high priest under the law entered 
into the holy place of that tabernacle made 



98 

with hands, by the blood of goats and calves, 
and so obtained remission for the sins of that 
outward people the Jews ; so Christ entered 
into the truly hoty place, into the greater 
and more perfect tahemade, and there by 
His blood obtained remission for all that 
shonid receive repentance firom Him, and be- 
lieve in Him (Heb. ix. ii, 12). 

Under the law, in that outward covenant, 
the andean were sprinkled with the Uood of 
the sacrifice, that they might be sanctified to 
the purifying of the flesh; and under the 
Gospel, in this inward covenant, believers 
are sprinided with the blood of the Lamb, 
that their consciences mi^t be purged firom 
dead works to serve the Living God, as His 
cleansed, holy, renewed people (vcr. 13, 14). 

So, come into this covenant, come under 
this High Priest; there is no more remem- 
bering of sin there, but pcrfiect forgiveness 
through this one offimng, and so no more 
need of any more sacrificing or offering for 
sins to such (ver. 15-19)- For " He shall 
^nrinkle many nations with the blood of this 
one offering" (Isa. liL 15). 

The great privilege of those who do indeed 
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believe in Christ, and are sprinkled with the 
blood, is that they have liberty and confidence 
to enter into the holiest by the blood of 
Jesus (ver. 19). 

There is an orderly way of drawing nigh 
to God, and worshipping Him in the holiest. 
1st. With a true heart. 2nd. In fulness of 
faith ; not waveringly, but as those that are 
called of God, and shall be helped by Him, 
and accepted of Him through their High 
Priest. 3rd. In purity of conscience and 
conversation, having their hearts sprinkled 
from an evil conscience, and their bodies 
washed with pure water (ver. 22, 23 ; and 
Ps. xxvi. 6). "Christ came by water and 
blood " ; so here is both the water and the 
blood, according to the figures thereof, under 
the law. 

They who, in the Apostle's days, knew 
Christ as their High Priest and Mediator, 
and partook of the blood of sprinkling, came 
to spiritual Mount Sion, and to the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem (Heb. 
xii. 22). 

Observe where they walked, who felt the 
virtue of Christ's blood cleansing them ; 
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which was ''in the light, as God is in the 
light " (I John i. 7). 

Now, what light is that which the re- 
deemed are to walk in ? Is it not the Light of 
the Lamb^s city, the New Jemsalem ? Is it 
not the light thereof, that the nations of them 
that are saved most walk in ? (Rev. xxL 24). 

Christ, om- Lord and Master, who taught 
His disciples to pray formerly, has taught us 
also to pray that very prayer ; though not to 
say the words outwardly in the will of men, 
or in our own will : He has taught our hearts 
to breathe after the same things, even that 
the name of our heavenly Father might be 
hallowed or sanctified more and more, that 
His Kingdom might come, and reign more 
in men^s spirits; that His will might be 
done, even in our earA, as ii is done in 
Heavenly places, where all the hosts of God 
obey Him ; and that vsre might have every 
day a proportion of the Heavenly breads 
whereby our souls may live to Him ; and 
provision outward also, according as He 
weth goody who careth for us. 
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" Concerning Perfection." 

Christ is a perfect Physician, and is able 
to work a perfect cure on the heart that be- 
lieves in Him, and waits upon Him : He 
came to destroy the works of the devil, to 
cleanse man's mind of the darkness and 
power of Satan, and to fill it with the life 
and power of truth; and He sent forth a 
ministry not only for the beginning, but for 
the perfecting of the work : yes. His Word 
in the mouth and heart is powerful, sharper 
than a two-edged sword, and He can cast 
out the strong man, and cut down all that is 
corrupt and contrary to Himself, and break 
down every stronghold in the mind, and spoil 
all the goods of the enemy. Christ likewise 
bids His disciples " be perfect, as their 
heavenly Father is perfect ;" and the Apostle 
bids men "perfect holiness in the fear of 
God," that they might be fully separated 
from, and not so much as touch, the 
unclean thing, but enjoy the promises of 
God's dwelling in them, and walking in 
them, whose temple under the Gospel is to 
be pure. 
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And if a man wait opcm God in the woA 
of purifying, and witness the power of the 
new covenant, even the fear pot into the 
heart, and the law of the endless life giiing 
him dominion over the law of sin and deadi 
in the members, and the Spirit of the Ixmd 
put within him, causing him to walk in His 
ways, surely this man comes near to peifec- 
tion. 

Did Christ cure perfectly outwardly in the 
dajTS of His flesh? and shall He not cure 
perfectly inwardly in the day of His Sfniit ? 
Yes, certainly, the lame, the blind, the 
lepers, waiting upon Him in the day of His 
covenant, shall be cured by Him as perfectly 
inward!)^, as ever the others were outwardly. 
And then is the day of joy, of reaping the 
good things which the promises contain, 
feeding on the feast of fat things on God's 
holy mountain, in peace of spirit, in security 
from the soul's enemies, none of them being 
able to come near to hurt or destroy; nay, 
not so much as to make afraid on the moun- 
tain of God's holiness : and then the song of 
Moses, and the song of the Lamb is sung, 
and walking in the way of holiness witnessed. 
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which no .unclean thing can pass over to, 
but only the ransomed and redeemed of the 
Lord. 



Extracted from " Experiences," &c., 
AND " God's Teachings," &c. 

It has pleased the Lord to unseal and open 
the fountain of life in the midst of His heri- 
tage, so that in His light, and in His life, do 
they reap and enjoy life. And the precious 
promises are fulfilled in the midst of them, 
of sending the Comforter, and pouring out 
of the Holy Spirit, so that he that believeth, 
*' out of his belly do flow rivers of living 
water." The Lord hath a vineyard, which 
He keepeth night and day (lest any hurt it) 
and watereth it every moment. Oh ! the 
streams of love, of grace, of peace, the 
streams of joy and consolation, which flow 
from Him into His children ! The saying 
of Christ to His disciples is now fulfilled, " I 
say not that I will pray the Father for you ; 
for the Father Himself loveth you," &c. 

The Father in His love has brought us to 
the Son ; and the Son, in the same love, has 
brought us back to the Father ; and now the 
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love flows from the Father in and through 
the Son most naturally and abundantly. And 
in the heart where much is forgiven- there 
love returns back abundantly ; and the Lord 
our God, in the Lord Jesus Christ, is loved 
with all the heart and soul, and nothing 
is thought too good to sacrifice to Him, nor 
nothing too much to suffer for Him. Oh ! 
the pure love that springs and flows between 
the heavienly Father and the spiritual child ! 
the best love that is to be found in this 
world (in the men of the world) is not worthy 
to be a shadow of it. God is love, and His 
children are of Him, and partake of and 
dwell in the same love, though the enmity 
and highest wisdom of this world know them 
not. 

I was acquainted with a spring of life 
from my childhood which enlightened me in 
my tender years, and pointed my heart to- 
wards the Lord, begetting true sense in me, 
and faith, love, meekness, &c., so that I was 
a wonder to some that knew me, because of 
the savour and life of religion which dwelt in 
my heart and appeared in my conversation. 

Indeed, I did not look to have been so 
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broken, shattered and distressed as I after- 
wards was, and could not understand it, as 
my heart earnestly desired after the Lord, 
and had no sense of guilt. I lay mourning 
day and night, pleading with the Lord why 
I should be so miserable. It was not gifts I 
desired to shine before men in, but grace and 
holiness, and the spirit of the Lord dwelling 
in me, to act in my heart by His grace, and 
to preserve me in holiness. 

Now indeed the Lord at length had com- 
passion on me and visited me, so that I knew 
my Saviour, and was taught by Him to take 
up the cross, and to deny that understanding, 
knowledge and wisdom which had so long 
stood in my way," and then I learned what it 
is to become a fool for Christ's sake. 



** Of the Grace of the Gospel." 

The prophets of old prophesied of the suf- 
ferings of Christ, and the glory that should 
follow (i Pet. i. 10, ii). Now what was the 
glory that should follow? Was it not the 
setting up Christ's inward and invisible king- 
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dom in the hearts of men ? Was it not God's 
abundant pouring out His Spirit, and filling 
vessels therewith ; so that the Spirit of grace 
and glory should rest upon believerS, as it 
had done upon Christ? Was it not God's 
tabernacling in men, and becoming their 
God, and making them His people ? 

The law was a ministration of shadows ; 
but now, in the Gospel, there is the substance 
of these things inwardly revealed, and in- 
wardly possessed and enjoyed ; even the Jew 
inward (the new man of the heart), an inward 
covenant of life and peace, an inward. land of 
blessedness, of rest ; an inward sabbath or 
day of Gospel rest (which the true believer 
keeps in the faith), not bearing any burden, 
kindling any fire, nor doing any work of the 
flesh therein ; an inward Sion, an inward 
Jerusalem or holy city ; an inward temple (in 
which is the Holy of Holies) an inward ark,, 
in which the law of life is treasured up ; in- 
ward table, inward laver, inward candlestick, 
inward lamp, inward oil, inward anointing, in- 
ward circumcision and sacrifices, and solemn 
seasons; the inward King of Glory, inward 
prophet and priest known, even Christ within. 
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who giveth victories and dominion over the 
inward enemies, and giveth His to partake 
of His kingdom and priesthood (Rev. i. 6). 
Yea, and (by His Spirit poured out upon 
them) maketh His seers and prophets also, 
as it is written, " I will pour out my Spirit 
upon all flesh, and your sons and your daugh- 
ters shall prophesy.'* 

Now what is the way to this holy fellow- 
ship and heavenly communion ? Does not 
God Himself prescribe it (3 Cor. vi. 17, 18) ? 
" Wherefore come out from among them, 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean thing, and I will re- 
ceive you; and will be a Father unto you, 
and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith 
the Lord Almighty." 

For God would have a people representa- 
tively holy in the time of the law (yet not 
destitute of inward holiness), and He will 
have a people really holy in the time of the 
Gospel. 

" He that defileth the temple of God, him 
will God destroy : " but keep the temple pure, 
holy, and then the Holy God will dwell and 
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appear there, according to His promise: ** I 
will dwell in them, and walk in them." And 
this is eternally true, and witnessed by cer- 
tain explerience among those who know the 
Lord; that if anything that is unclean is 
touched, there is a defilement thereby, and 
there must be a cleansing felt, before an ad- 
mittance into the presence of the Holy God, 
and enjoying fellowship with Him again. 

Oh ! come to the morning light of the 
everlasting day ! Come to the Son's light, to 
the Son's Spirit ! Wait for the dawning of 
the day of righteousness, love and peace, and 
for the arising of the day-star. ComCy die to 
your own wisdom (it was the word livingly 
spoken to me, and entered my soul when it 
was spoken ; never departing from me, though 
I was long in learning it), and know what it 
is to suffer with Christ, that ye may also 
reign with Him. 



Extracted from " An Epistle to all 
Serious Professors." 

There is a state, wherein there is an im-. 
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putation of Christ's righteousness to persons, 
reached to by the power of the Lord, and 
coming up out of the ungodly state, and so a 
real bringing into the righteousness. For in 
the true growth the soul daily grows more 
and more out of its own righteousness, out 
of the dark, corrupt image, into the righteous- 
ness of Christ, and into His pure image. 
Thus Christ is formed in the hearts of them 
that truly believe, daily more and more ; 
they receiving Him as a heavenly leaven, 
and giving up to be leavened by Him, are 
changed daily more and more into the new- 
ness of Spirit, even until they become a new 
lump, even a lump newly leavened, so that 
old things are passed away and all things 
become new ; that is, not of old Adam any 
more, but all of God in Christ, all of the new 
nature and Spirit, which is all of it righteous 
in the sight of God. Now, this is it whicli 
all should seek after, even the Kingdom of 
God and His righteousness, to find an en- 
trance ministered to them into the everlast- 
ing kingdom, and the righteousness thereof, 
that they might really put off the old man 
with his affections and lusts, and put oa the 



no 

new man ; the new man's nature and image, 
the new man's spirit and righteousness, the 
new man's holiness ; that they might have 
on the wedding garment, and might be as a 
bride prepared for the bridegroom, Christ. 
Oh ! it is precious to any one to feel his soul 
in this state ! And who would not strive, 
and watch and pray that he might be thus 
fitted by the Spirit of the Lord for His Son 
Jesus Christ ! 

The Gospel is a state of enjoyment of the 
good things shadowed out under the law. 
The law was a type of the kingdom — of the 
spiritual kingdom of Christ — ^which is set up 
under the Gospel. In John's day the king- 
dom was at hand ; but in the day of Christ's 
power the kingdom is come. Under the law 
there was a tabernacle pitched by man ; but 
under the Gospel the true tabernacle and 
temple is witnessed, which God pitches, and 
not man ; and the holy, spiritual, heavenly 
sacrifices, and the living covenant, whereof 
Christ is the Mediator, and the law written 
in the heart, and the Spirit of the Lord put 
within, so that His presence is as really 
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•witnessed inwardly, in that which is truly 
His tabernacle and temple now, as ever it 
was witnessed outwardly under the law. Oh ! 
that Christians might not have the name 
only, but might be in the life and in the 
power, wherein these things are felt and ex- 
perienced; for indeed the wonders of the 
Lord are seen in His temple, and His name 
is praised there, Selah! There He breaks 
the shield and the bow, the spear and the 
battle, Selah ! There the enemy is overcome; 
the holy victory that bringeth him under 
issueth out thence, Selah ! There the well is 
opened, and the Philistine nature hath power 
to stop it no more, Selah ! There the treasury 
of life and wisdom, and the riches of God's 
goodness, are made manifest for ever. 



Concerning Gospel Baptism. 

Christ saith that all power was given Him 
in heaven and earth, and bids them go and 
baptise into the name of the Father, Son, 
and Spirit. When the Gospel is preached 
in the Spirit and power of God, and this 
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reaches our hearts, we are by that Spirit and 
power both taught and baptised inwardly, 
gathered into the name of the Father, Son, 
and Spirit, and baptised into Their Name. 

Mark further, Christ saith, " All power in 
heaven and earth is given me," and there- 
fore bid them go teach and baptise, yet 
withal bid them wait for the same Spirit and 
power which was given Him (Acts i. 4-8) • 
And then having His Spirit and power, where- 
with He inwardly taught and baptised, might 
they not be able therewith to reach the heart 
and conscience, and spiritually both to teach 
and baptise, as instruments in God's hand. 

The end of John's baptising with water 
was, that Christ might be made manifest 
(John i. 31). And when He was made mani- 
fest (when He who is the word, who is life, 
is made manifest (i John J. i, 2), then men 
must come to Him, to be baptised by Him, 
with His baptism, which is vnth the Holy 
Ghost, and with fire (Matt. iii. 11), or with 
the Spirit of judgment and burning (Isa- 
iv« 4). Christ, the Son, does not come for- 
y^mxd with Moses' cixxumcision, or John's 
baptism (who were both servants), but with 
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the Spirit and power of His Father, where- 
with He circumcises and baptises inwardly 
and spiritually. 



From an Epistle. 

My soul exceedingly longeth after you ! 
and in the stirrings of the same life be ye 
also helpful to me, crying to the Lord for 
me, that I may abide with Him, feel His 
preservation, and dwell iii that which He 
hath chosen to appear to and refresh the 
soul in, that I may be acceptable to Him, 
and further helpful to you, in the season of 
the sfirrings of His precious and powerful 
life in my heart. The Lord God of mercy 
watch over you, pruning and keeping down 
all earthliness and corruption in any of you, 
and watering and cherishing His own plant 
in you all, that ye may daily witness the 
dying and decrease of the one, and the 
quickening and growth of the other, even till 
death be perfectly consumed and swallowed 
up by the growth, power, and presence of 
the immortal life in you, and your souls safe 
and happy in your God. 
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And so to the tender mercies and care of 
the Lord do I give you all up, breathing for 
you (as for my own soul) that ye may be 
perfectly the Lord's, perfectly given unto 
Him, perfectly waiting upon Him, and daily 
receiving into your precious vessels the pre- 
cious living testimonies of His love and ac- 
ceptance, and His sweet heavenly dews, 
which will exceedingly refresh and make 
your hearts glad, as He causes them to 
descend and light upon you. So that which 
is of God in your hearts every day wait to 
feel God breathing upon, that it may open 
unto Him, receive strength from Him, and 
ye be more and more united in it to the 
Lord, even till ye wholly become one nature, 
mind, and spirit with Him ; and then ye will 
see the end of your travels, and sit down in 
His joy, and peace, and pure rest, from all 
labouring after life, and all sorrows for the 
want and absence of it, and all fears of losing 
or being separated from it ; being established 
in the power which is over all, and which 
preserveth all that are encompassed with it, 
and established in it, for ever and ever. 

And now, my friends, why hath the Lord 
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done this for us more than for others ? From 
my very heart I cannot but cry Grace, grace ! 
mercy, mercy ! love, love, deep tender love ! 
all along from the beginning to this day ; 
and I have nothing else to hope in or plead 
before my God. Do I believe? It is He 
who gave me faith; yes, He puts it forth, 
and causes it to act in me, or I easily fail 
therein. Do I will that which is good in 
any kind ! My will is of Him ; yes, it is in 
Him, and has its creation and strength from 
Him. Do I obey or do that which is good ? 
No, no, not I ; but His life, power and 
Spirit in me. Do I suffer inwardly or out- 
wardly ? That is not of me neither, but He 
that hath given me to believe He also giyes 
me to suffer, and bears up my spirit in my 
sufferings, by His power, and for His name's 
sake. So that my heart saith, Not unto me, 
not unto me, in any one respect, but to Thy 
holy name. Thy precious love and compas- 
sions, be the praise given of what Thou hast 
done, yet dost, and will do in my soul, for 
ever and ever. 
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